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Hindu American Seva Charities is deeply indebted to President Barack Obama 

for opening the public doors for Hindu Americans and including us as a vital 

part of a pluralistic America. 

 

We thank the Office of the Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, 

especially Joshua DuBois and Mara Vanderslice, for their leadership in 

guiding the Council in its historic journey in bringing diverse cultural and 

religious viewpoints together.  We thank Michael Wear for his support. 

 

We thank the Council and Taskforce members, particularly Bud Heckman, Joel 

Hunter, Dalia Moghaded, Eboo Patel, James Standish, Dr. William Vendley, 

David Saperstein, for sharing their knowledge and wisdom and for supporting 

integration of contemporary America‟s religious pluralism and diversity.  

 

We thank Benjamin O‟Dell, John Kelly and Ari Alexander for educating us in 

developing Hindu American Seva Charities, the United We Serve campaign, 

Haiti seva.  

 

We thank the many volunteers, ashrams, temples and service providers who 

came forward promptly, without hesitation, to respond to the President‟s call to 

serve, provided information for the research and formed Hindu American Seva 

Charities. 
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Hindu American Community Building through Seva 

“Call to Serve” 
 

 
 

“For we know that our patchwork heritage is a strength, not a weakness.  We are a nation of 

Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus, and non-believers.  
 

…with that Hindu Americans publicly became part of the mosaic that is America, ready to strengthen our country. 

 

Millions of Americans are impacted by the economic crisis. The government needs individuals, religious and secular 

organizations to alleviate the pain.  On June 22
nd

 2009, President Obama announced the United We Serve initiative.  

Office of Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships (OFBNP) asked Council members to mobilize their respective 

communities to serve.   

 

Hindus Americans conduct seva projects regularly as part of their sadhana (spiritual practice).  Though the diverse 

Hindu community has no one particular central authoritative governing body; many, enthusiastically, came together, 

united for the first time to be part of a national movement.  They collectively expanded their ongoing seva to focus 

on poverty reduction, health, environment, youth, elderly and education.  More than 120 ―Seva Centers‖ conducted 

significantly over 1,300, mostly interfaith, service projects nationally. Under the guidance of OFBNP, an inspired 

team formed Hindu American Seva Charities (HASC) which mobilized the response to serve.  OFBNP provided a 

context, a voice and learning opportunities to bridge the gap between the U.S. government and Hindu institutions.  

 

Concurrently, while mobilizing the community and coordinating service projects, in light of the knowledge imparted 

by OFBNP, officials and Council members, we conducted pioneering research. The aim was to assess the capacity 

of key, large faith based organizations and service providers and analyze the needs of the community itself, building 

upon earlier assessments (President Clinton‘s Community Builder program).  This new understanding enabled 

identification of partnership opportunities with the Administration‘s innovative federal approach.  The research also 

highlighted areas of concern within the Hindu-American community. These need to be addressed further by many 

stakeholders.  The knowledge garnered augmented the recommendations the Council submitted to the President. 

 

At over 2.2 million, Hindus now form the fifth largest religious group, after Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and 

Buddhism. However Hindus are often mischaracterized in textbooks and academia and are not well understood by 

the majority. As New Americans they do not yet know how to fully engage with the government. This historic 

appointment, first public inclusion of a Hindu American, became an opportunity to collectively learn, educate, act.  

 

Considerable effort went into the research and analysis by Hindu American Seva Charities. We believe the research, 

lessons learnt and the discussions held in this groundbreaking initiative will be invaluable educational background 

for future discussions. Keeping that in mind, we have developed this report for the White House and interested 

parties.  We hope our research and findings will enhance understanding of our needs, encourage greater integration 

of America‘s growing pluralism and religious diversity and open wider the door President Obama has unlocked. 

 

Personally, this is a momentous opportunity for which I am grateful.  Working with world-renowned faith and 

secular leaders, the Council members and Office of Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, this engagement 

enabled me to interactively combine my professional skills, years of community building and diversity knowledge. 

It transformed a bleak transition time (like millions of Americans, I was unemployed) into a positive, creative, 

experience to serve my country and community.  I hope and pray our collective effort will be a seva movement 

adding value to strengthen America domestically and globally.  

 

Anju Bhargava 

Founder Convener, Hindu American Seva Charities 
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Hindu American Seva Charities Working Team 
 

Anju Bhargava is a Strategic Business Transformation and Risk Management senior professional and management consultant 

with over two decades of experience consulting/working for major companies globally. She has provided thought leadership in the 

public and private sectors, published papers and received many awards.  Her distinctive research based approach leverages best 

practices from many spheres – education, government, civic, faith based, and corporate. Her pioneering initiatives include an 

internationally cited study on loan loss published by RMA Journal and recognized by OCC; a target marketing effort 

―Capitalizing Diversity in the Changing Financial Markets‖; Chakravyuhu (labyrinth) education program to mentor corporate 

women.  A change catalyst pioneer and social entrepreneur, she now volunteers with the Livingston Township, Board of 

Education, Interfaith Clergy Association and diverse residents to build healthy communities with cross-cultural inclusion. An 

ordained pujari, she strives to combine philosophy and practice from a contemporary view. She is the current President of Asian 

Indian Women in America and member of President Obama‘s Council on Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. 
 

Dr. Ved Chaudhary is an Assistant Commissioner for the Office of Management and Budget in the Department of 

Environmental Protection in New Jersey. Dr. Chaudhary has been instrumental in bringing diversity awareness at all management 

in DEP and received ―Award of Excellence‖ by the Diversity Journal in 2008.  Dr. Chaudhary has served as Vice-Chair of the 

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights‘ NJ Advisory Committee and a Member of the Governor‘s Ethnic Advisory Council in NJ. He 

is a fellow of ―Leadership New Jersey‖ and co-founder/President of the Association for the Advancement of Asian Americans 

(4A), and the Asian American ―80/20 Initiative‖ for Equality and Justice. He is elected to serve on the National Board of 80/20 

Initiative. Dr. Chaudhary has served as a Member of the Board of Trustees of Rutgers University, NJ and President of Educators 

Society for the Heritage of India. He is currently serving as General Secretary of Hindu Collective Initiative of North America 

and on the boards of World Hindi Foundation and Monmouth Center for World Religions and Ethical Thought. 
 

Shekar Narasimhan is Managing Partner at Beekman Advisors which provides strategic advisory and investment banking 

services to real estate and financial services companies and CEO of Beekman Helix India Partners, a real estate merchant bank 

focused on providing capital solutions to developers and promoters of commercial projects in India. Shekar was Chairman & 

CEO of the WMF Group, a publicly traded, commercial mortgage financial services company. Shekar is on the Executive 

Committee of the National Housing Conference and on the boards of the Community Preservation Development Corp., Low 

Income Investment Fund and Broadstone Net Lease, Inc. A recipient of numerous awards, he was appointed a Fellow at the Joint 

Center for Housing Studies at Harvard University. Shekar has been active in the Indian American community as Co-Chair of the 

Democratic National Committee‘s Indian American Leadership Council, Board member and former Chair of Upakar Foundation 

and former Treasurer of the Sri Siva Vishnu Temple, Lanham, MD. Shekar has received numerous awards and recognition. 
 

Dr. Siva Subramanian is board certified in Pediatrics and Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine. He is currently Professor of Pediatrics 

& Obstetrics and Gynecology, and Chief of Neonatology in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Georgetown University Hospital. 

An award winning teacher, he teaches at Georgetown University Medical Center about Pediatrics, Neonatology, Bioethics, 

Religious Traditions in Health Care, and Complimentary & Alternative Medicine.  He is the Founder Chairman of Sri Siva 

Vishnu Temple (1976), Founder Co-Chair of the Association of Hindu Jain Temples of Metropolitan Washington DC (1990), and 

Founder Member of the Council on Hindu Temples of USA (1984). He helped to unite the temples in Metropolitan Washington 

D.C. and guided the group to join the Interfaith Conference (IFC).  In 2006 he received the IFC "Inter Faith Bridge Builder 

Award" given by the Vatican Ambassador and Dr. Deepak Chopra and is one of the first Board of Directors of Upakar. 
 

Minauti Dave is a teacher and a journalist.  Minauti Dave has worked as a newspaper journalist for various publications in the 

U.S. covering issues on both a local and national level. Recently, she changed her career to teaching high school English where 

she gets the opportunity to pass her journalism experience on to youths. 
 

Ana Maria Arumi is a nationally recognized social and policy researcher, having conducted projects for many organizations 

over the past 20 years, including think tanks like Pew Research, The Kaiser Family Foundation and Public Agenda, as well as 

most major media organizations.  Ms. Arumi has directed the exit poll desk for NBC News, MSNBC and Telemundo since 1999.  

Additionally, her work as a social and public opinion analyst and editor has appeared on CBS News, the New York Times, the 

Washington Post and NPR. Ana Maria also dedicates most of her volunteer efforts to economic and community development 

efforts, both locally and abroad, and serves as a UN representative for the Indian-based NGO the M.A Math. 
 

Padma Kuppa is a writer, an IT professional and mother working to build a more pluralistic society. Her seva includes serving 

her community by engaging its ethnic and religious diversity, as Outreach Chair for the Bharatiya Temple and co-founder of Troy 

Interfaith Group, an organization highlighted by Harvard‘s Pluralism Project. Her commitment to social justice is embodied 

by her membership on the Boards of Women‘s Interfaith Solutions for Dialogue and Outreach in Metro-Detroit and Interfaith 

Leadership Council of Michigan. Her faith and her study of Hindu philosophy continue to inspire her activism every day. 
 

Aesha Mehta graduated from Drexel University in June 2009 with a double major in economics and finance.  She is currently 

employed as a Credit Analyst at Wells Fargo in Philadelphia, PA.  Aesha is active in numerous national and local organizations 

that work to engage Hindu youth in community service participation.  She was recently appointed as the advisor to the Hindu 

Youth Association at the Allentown Hindu Temple, PA.  Aesha plans to pursue graduate and doctoral studies in the application of 

social and economic sciences in a global perspective.  



 
Hindu American Seva Charities 

5 

Table of Contents 

“Call to Serve” 3 

Hindu American Seva Charities Working Team 4 

Table of Contents 5 

Community Building through Seva 7 

Background 7 
The New Americans 8 
Summer 2009 Call to Serve 10 
Civic Transformation 15 
President Obama opening the doors of inclusion 17 
Challenges we face 20 
International Diaspora Impact 23 
A New Era of Partnerships 27 

Key Findings and Recommendations 28 

Summer Seva Projects 30 

Recommended Seva Center Prototypes -“Internal and External” 32 

An Essay - Youth Identity vs. Parent Identity - by Minauti Dave 34 

Key Domestic Poverty Areas and Opportunities for Faith Based Partnerships 35 

Hindu American Seva Capacity - Analysis of Strengths and Opportunities 36 

Interviews with Community Faith Based Representatives 38 

1. Economic empowerment and entrepreneurship 38 
2. Poverty and Homelessness 39 
3. Refugee Resettlement, Immigration, Civil Rights 40 
4. Healthcare, Health Awareness and Health Fairs 41 
5. Elderly/Senior Citizens 43 
6. Women’s Empowerment 45 
7. Parenthood and Healthy Families 46 
8. Children and Youth 46 
9. Interfaith and Interreligious Dialogue Collaboration 50 
10. Civic Engagement 52 
11. Discrimination, Religious Bias or Hate Crimes 53 
12. Disaster Relief, Emergency Shelter Food Program 54 
13. International Development and Aid 54 
14. “Green” Issues, Climate change and Environment 55 
15. Capacity Building, Community Activities, Organization and Management 56 
16. International level dialogues 57 

Appendices 58 

Community Builder Fellowship Report Extract 58 

Examples of Media Coverage supporting seva activities 64 

Acknowledgement of Contributions 70 



 
Hindu American Seva Charities 

6 

 

 

 

 
 

Hindu American Seva Charities 
 

 

 

“Service to Humanity is Service to God” 
Vedic sloka  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.  
We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality tied in a single 

garment of destiny.  Whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly.” 
Martin Luther King Jr. Letter from a Birmingham jail, April, 16, 1963 

 

 

"I am endeavoring to see God through service of humanity,  
for I know that God is neither in heaven, nor down below, but in everyone. 

I am a part and parcel of the whole,  
and I cannot find Him apart from the rest of humanity" 

Mahatma Gandhi, August 1927 
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 Hindu Inclusion in Contemporary America 
 

Community Building through Seva1 

Background 
 

The Hindu and Dharmic2
 community is coming of age in America.  It is connecting with 

America.  Professionally these Americans are excelling in many fields. Millions volunteer to 

serve and do so regularly. They have the talent to assist our country during this difficult 

economic period.  Many Hindu Americans enthusiastically responded to President Obama‘s 

clarion call to serve in summer 2009. Though not bound by any one particular central 

authoritative governing body, Hindu Americans came together and conducted over 1,300 small 

and large service projects in over 120 ―Seva Centers‖ across the country.  They are ready and 

poised to serve the country both domestically and globally. 
 

This report, the first of its kind, is a compilation of our learning and analysis in light of the 

knowledge imparted by the Office of the Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, the senior 

Administration officials and the Council members as well as our research based interaction with 

the Hindu American faith based and Indian American secular communities. The research helped 

us identify areas of our community‘s strength to partner with the Administration in the country‘s 

fight against poverty.  The research also highlighted areas of concern within the Hindu American 

community. 

 
 

The ―Call to Serve‖ report provides a road map for a new era of partnership. It is meant to 

educate the Administration and interested parties about a new community, relatively unknown in 

America. It is also meant to educate the Hindu American community about the Administration‘s 

inclusionary social justice agenda, areas where the community can partner and areas where the 

community can further develop with the right knowledge.   
 

We hope our suggested prototype of ―Seva Centers‖ will encourage the Hindu Americans to 

develop faith-inspired community space in temples or standalone, as a destination places for 

comprehensive services for their own community and for the community at large.  We believe 

                                                 
1 Seva is generally defined as Service with love, dedication and devotion 
2 Dharmic in this document refers to people of Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, Sikh traditions 

Sri Siva Vishnu Temple, Maryland 
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more sustained social service conduits, ―Seva Centers‖ will augment leveraging this untapped 

talented resource to strengthen America. 

The New Americans 
 

Throughout the history of America, waves of immigrants have come, settled and transformed the 

cultural and religious landscape.  They uproot from their country of origin, establish new roots 

and become the New Americans.  The American story is the story of the children and 

grandchildren of these immigrants. 

 

Migration brings with it its own sense of loss and, of course, gains. For the newly transplanted 

community and their faith-based institutions, traditions and culture provide the comfort, and the 

sense of security needed to manage change.  Like previous immigrant waves, we are now 

witnessing a similar phenomenon by today‘s New Americans, the post 1965 immigrants.  

 

 
 

Following the Civil Rights Movement, the Hart-Celler Act of 1965 eliminated highly restrictive 

"national origins" quotas. These were designed, among other things, to exclude "undesirable" 

immigrants, including Asians. The new system was based on skills and family connections. 

 

America had a shortage of technical skills (scientists, engineers, doctors et al). India‘s new 

technical schools (such as IIT) began producing new graduates. American Universities provided 

necessary scholarships to attract these skilled students who came from many countries 

representing many faiths.  They settled, had families and built their faith-based institutions. From 

1,700 people in 1900, the Hindu population grew to approximately 387,000 by 1980, 1.1 million 

in 1997, 2.29 million (mainly of Indian and Indo-Caribbean descent) with as many as 1 million 

practicing American Hindus, not of Indian origin
3
.  

 

At first, these New Americans worked towards transplanting culture and religion and 

establishing the temples as a necessary first step in the adaptation process.  Their first temple, the 

                                                 
3 Hindu American Foundation (www.hinduamericanfoundaton.org) and Hinduism Today (www.hinduismtoday.org) 

 

Memorial Day Parade, Livingston, NJ 
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Ganesh Temple in New York, was established in 1970s followed by Venkateswara Temple in 

Pittsburgh. Today, Harvard‘s Pluralism Project records about 1,000 Dharmic (Hindus, Jains, 

Sikhs, Buddhists) organizations, with a conservative estimate of 400 to 500 active temples.
4
.  

(Earlier presence was established by Swami Vivekananda, Paramahansa Yogananda and others). 

 

So, in a remarkable spirit of preserving the Vedic Hindu traditions and Hindu inspired cultural 

heritage, the Indian American community made strides (in a relatively short time) in addressing 

various religious and cultural needs through temples and regional associations.  
 

 
 

 

Service which is given without consideration of anything in return, at the right place and time to one that is qualified, 

with the feeling that it is one’s duty, is regarded as the nature of goodness.                             - Bhagavad Gita 17.20 

 
Hindu/Dharmic Americans recognize ―Seva‖ as a means to address social needs and as an 

inherent and integral part of their traditions, culture and faith.  As these New Americans mature 

and root themselves further in the sacred and secular landscape of America, they find they need 

national and local organizations to mobilize talent and resources to address contemporary needs 

to serve all – both their own ethnic community and the community at large.
5
  

 

 
 

Seva projects are supported by both immigrant Hindu Americans, and many non-Asians in 

America who have taken initiation from Hindu teachers or are influenced by Hindu teachings.  

The philosophical influence of Hinduism and other Dharmic traditions in America started with 

American thinkers such as Emerson, Thoreau, William James, Walt Whitman, Mark Twain, will 

Durant and more recently people like former Harvard professor Ram Das, Columbia professor 

Robert Thurman, Dr. David Frawley, Dr. Steven Rosen, Professor Graham Schweig, Hawai‘s 

Ramdas Lamb and many learned scholars and acharyas at Ramakrishna Mission, Self 

Realization Fellowship and Hinduism Today. 

                                                 
4
 Harvard University‘s Pluralism Project www.pluralism.org 

5 WSJ Article US Community Building in Dharmic Institutions by Anju Bhargava http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124875466922186053.html 

MLK Day of Service  

The Indian School, Livingston, NJ 
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Yesterday‘s immigrants addressed the social needs of their community through the churches and 

synagogues by developing faith inspired social service organizations. Catholic Charities was 

established nearly 100 years ago to help poor Catholic orphans resettle in America.  Today, it is 

the largest private network of social service organizations in the United States. At its core are the 

Catholic principles, despite the variety of people – of many faiths and none at all – who make 

Catholic Charities a reality. In a similar manner, the National Council for Jewish Women, 

inspired by Jewish values, is striving to improve lives of women, children and families.   

 

The people of Dharmic traditions provide ethical, cultural and theological teaching through their 

temples/ashrams, but generally lack the ability to address social issues. As a community in-flux, 

internal generation gaps are exacerbated by large acculturation differences as well as the issues 

typical to recent immigrant.  While many have begun to engage with their neighbors and are 

learning how to describe their identities and experiences, they are not yet fully engaged and 

actively participating within local community governance structures to address social service 

issues. 

 

Summer 2009 Call to Serve 
 

 

On June 22, 2009, President Obama called on Americans to participate in the nation‘s recovery 

and renewal by serving communities. This clarion call to serve resonated culturally and 

spiritually with the community.  Many Hindu Americans united and expanded their ongoing 

diverse seva projects.  
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For the first time, the diverse Hindu community was nationally mobilized, largely through word-

of-mouth and mass emailings, to serve collectively.  There is no Hindu American central 

leadership.  (Gurus and Swamis lead some Hindu sansthas (congregations) and temples are 

managed independently). However, service is the common aspect for all which brings many 

Hindu Americans together.  Hence, Hindu community leaders immediately came forth to 

augment the call to serve by leveraging their networks.   

 

Temples, ashrams, spiritual and professional organizations from coast to coast increased the 

ongoing seva projects they normally undertake.  Over 120 "Seva Centers" supported the United 

We Serve campaign.  Thousands of volunteers undertook considerably more than 1,300* 

humanitarian seva projects and performed without outside assistance.  (*Undercount as some 

were significantly large projects). 

 

 
 

 

 

O people! Those of you who have attained higher, middle or lower status in your respective fields of work, enjoy the wealth 

thus gained together as one. With the resources for the production of material goods at your disposal, dedicate your life to 

eradicate the evils of society and strive at all times for the well-being of the people.      Rig Veda 5.60.6 

 

Hindu American Seva Charities
6
 coordinated the groundbreaking national seva initiative, 

majority of which were interfaith collaboration. This mobilization is a start to bring the 

community together for service.  We hope to continue the coordinated seva efforts.  

 

HASC was developed with the guidance of the Office of Faith Based and Neighborhood 

Partnerships. OFBNP provided a context, a voice and learning opportunities to bridge the gap 

between the U.S. government and Hindu/Dharmic institutions
7
.  

 

 

Primary objectives of Hindu American Seva Charities are to:  

 

1. Support and encourage millions of Hindu Americans to volunteer, 

build and strengthen all American Communities through seva 

nationally and at grass roots levels  

 

2. Provide broader exposure and promote development of coalitions/ 

partnerships of "Seva Centers" (Community Service Centers - stand 

alone or part of temples) to accomplish common goals and address 

community needs. 

 

The ultimate goal is to strengthen the infrastructure capacity of the seva component of the Hindu 

and Dharmic community.   

                                                 
6 Hindu American Seva Charities www.hinduamericanseva.org 
7 White House Initiative-APA Outreach by Anju Bhargava, Community Builder Fellow http://www.anjubhargava.com/White_House_Initiative_-

_APA_Outreac.pdf 
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Poverty reduction was the primary focus of the Hindu and Dharmic American organizations 

who participated in the summer of 2009; through: soup kitchens in local churches, fundraising 

walk-a-thons, holiday meals, building homes, clothing and shoe drives, care packages and free 

hotel/motel rooms for U.S. soldiers and homeless, prison yoga, educational forums on home 

foreclosures/preservation and stimulus package strategies for survival, etc.
8
  

  
The Hindu Organization of Long Island conducted food drives for the community and provided 

to the Interfaith Nutrition Network.  Vedic Cultural Center of Sammamish, WA runs a free 

restaurant where people pay or do not pay according to their means.  Chinmaya Vrindavan made 

meal baskets for individuals and families. Hindu Temple of Minnesota gave food to 300 people 

in Sharing and Caring Hands, in downtown Minneapolis.  Arsha Vidya Gurukulam starting 

collecting food cans mid-July and within 4 weeks was the larger provider to its local food bank. 

MA Math held hundreds of seva projects from cleaning highways in Alabama to soup kitchens. 

 

Many such projects to alleviate the economic impact (described in more detail in the interview 

section) were initiated by Jain Mission, Bala Vikas in Virginia, Allentown Hindu Temple, 

Anoopam Mission, Arya Samaj, ISKCON, Barsana Dham, Badarikashram Center, Dada 

Vaswani Center, DRSA in NJ, Laksmi-Narayan Spiritual Organization in California, Asian 

American Hotel Owners Association, and others
9
. 

Health camps are traditionally organized on 

a regular basis in temples. For the first time 

on a national basis, synchronized health 

events for the uninsured Americans were 

held primarily on August 1-2. Thousands of 

physicians, nurses, and individuals provided 

comprehensive Health Fairs with medical 

screening presentations
10

.  American 

Association of Physicians of Indian Origin 

and National Association of Indian Nurses of America participated across the country.  

                                                 
8 India Abroad - http://www.hinduamericanseva.org/media-coverage/IndiaAbroadaugust72009-page.pdf?attredirects=0&d=1 
9 Survey of Summer 2009 Activities - http://www.hinduamericanseva.org/call-to-service 
10 Hindu Americans Respond to President Obama's Call to Service http://www.serve.gov/stories_detail.asp?tbl_servestories_id=85 

The representative analysis 

is based on the data 

provided by the 

participating organizations. 



 
Hindu American Seva Charities 

13 

 

South Asian Total Health Initiative (SATHI)
11

 prepared health presentations for the United we 

Serve campaign with UMDNJ students. These were shown at most temples. Comprehensive 

health fairs were held by the Sai Center in Atlanta, Hindu Society of North East Florida, Durga 

Temple, Indian Association of Western Washington, Ganesh temple NY, and others.  

 

The Durga Temple of Virginia holds a monthly health clinic. The monthly preventative health 

clinic is for insured and the uninsured and serves to raise awareness among the community of 

heart attack problems; blood pressure; cholesterol.  

 

 
 

Along with the Indo American Medical Association of North-East Florida, the Hindu Society of 

Florida provided a health day this summer which included health screening, education, blood 

testing and ECG for high-risk participants and evaluation in different medical specialties with 30 

to 40 doctors and health care providers. 

 

During the summer of 2009, BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha conducted over 450 health-care 

related projects at over 30 different locations around the U.S. Comprehensive Health Fairs for 

screening and diagnosis of needy populations were instituted at 27 locations, with a total of 

1,718 doctors and healthcare providers offering voluntary service to screen a total of 9,422 

patients. Medical professionals provided individual counseling in Internal Medicine, Dentistry, 

Cardiology, Ophthalmology, Gastroenterology, Endocrinology, Orthopedics, Dermatology, 

Pediatrics, Podiatry, Neurology, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Physical Therapy, Urology and 

many more.  BAPS also organized Blood Drives at 13 centers collecting 637 units of blood 

which will help save up to 1911 lives. A total of 7 Health Awareness Lectures organized at 50 

locations, helped educate hundreds of people on health problems which Hindu-Americans are at 

high risk, such as diabetes, stroke, high blood pressure, etc.  … 

  

See section on interviews for more examples of seva… 

                                                 
11 South Asian Total Health Initiative – www.rwjms.umdnj.edu/sathi  

Hindu Society of North East Florida…. 

Every effort has been made to make 

the report a comprehensive 

representation; it does not include 

all the work and efforts being done 

by the Hindu American community 
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Youth volunteers took a lead role and worked on improving the environment to clean and clear 

roadsides, beaches, parks, and plant trees in the 

community.  Education projects included filling 

backpacks with school supplies for low-income 

children. Volunteers visited ailing elderly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many assisted Bhutanese refugees in adapting to 

America.  Sewa International with Hindu Temple of 

Minnesota, AIM for Seva,  and others are helping 

them meet the most pressing needs financial 

assistance, employment, and basic material needs 

and providing support to help them make the transition to the new land. 

 

Interfaith dialogues were held throughout the country to improve understanding. To illustrate, 

the Siva Vishnu Temple in Washington DC hosted a discussion where each faith Christian 

(Presbyterian, Orthodox, Baptist, Methodist, Quaker;) Jewish, Sikh, Jain, Muslim, Buddhist, 

Baha‘i, Hindu addressed their role on "Fasting and Feasting" during Ramadan.  World Council of 

Religious Leaders
12

 convened a Hindu-Jewish Summit in New York and Washington D.C. with 

American Jewish Committee and Hindu Acharya Sabha in 2009. 

. 

 
                                                

As demonstrated, the New Americans strive to become integrated in all aspects of American life.  

They see that temples in America play a major role in communal life and are becoming a focal 

point for religious and cultural activities and now for growing social services, a destination place 

for children and adults.   

                                                 
12 World Council of Religious Leaders http://www.wcorl.org/2nd-Hindu-Jewish_Summit_Report-Final.pdf 

Amma - M.A. Center Sevites planting a gardens 

 summer (2009) 

Senior Lunch 

Vedic Culture Center  

Sammamish, WA 
Sa 

Interfaith discussion on “Feasting and Fasting” during Ramadan 
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Civic Transformation 

 
People of Hindu and Dharmic traditions and their faith-based institutions have begun to realize 

they need to transform and institutionalize the seva/service.  During the summer seva campaign, 

we interviewed the major faith based organizations to assess their capacity to encourage them to 

continue the expanded seva.   

 

Our discussions revealed that though 

many individuals and some temples and 

organizations regularly conduct seva 

projects, they need technical assistance to 

institutionalize the capacity to effectively 

leverage Hindu American talent.  

Additionally their seva work is 

unrecognized and not well known in 

America or around the world. 

 

This transformation is not out of line with the culture. Through the ages, starting from the 

Vedic era, the temples in India served as major centers for communal living though worship, 

cultural exchange through dance, drama, songs, bazaars, et al.   

 

Today, for myriad socio-political reasons, including a colonial legacy, many temples in 

contemporary India are primarily places for worship with limited community interaction and 

engagement.  In America, the community has an opportunity to start fresh when transplanting 

traditions with the new; blending current best practices for a harmonious communal existence.   

 

 
 

Hindu/Dharmic Americans have professional skills and resources that can be leveraged to 

alleviate poverty reduction.  Professionals (such as doctors and nurses, hotel owners, business 

Mylapore Hindu Temple, Chennai, 

India 
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people, IT and other professionals) and people from all walks of life could donate more of their 

time and resources on a regular basis.  The summer call to serve highlighted the willingness and 

commitment of many Hindu Americans and the valuable professional skills that many hold. 

However, they are not yet capacitated with civic and social services infrastructures to leverage it.  
 

Few faith-based Dharmic institutions have the capacity to provide sustained social services 

and do seva as is prevalent in America. Community development in America is largely 

through non-profits and churches/synagogues.  

 

A transformation within the community, in temples and at government policy levels is 

needed to bring them on par with the other established traditions, as the New Americans 

integrate in the communities in which they reside and provide needed services to all. 

 

Transformation at the grass-roots level requires a mental paradigm shift to bring access to the 

services the community needs in contemporary America and to articulate concerns at all levels.  

To really bring about a change, the community needs more public recognition of the existing 

seva.  It also needs to acknowledge the existence of its own issues to address them effectively. 

 

 

 

 

As part of the Council meetings OFBNP communicated that the Administration is leading a new 

federal approach to America's high-poverty areas, an approach that facilitates the economic 

integration of families and communities with efforts to support the current low-income residents 

of those areas. Hindu American Seva evaluated the current strength and opportunities of selected 

Hindu American services to find the areas where the community can leverage its existing skills 

to help strengthen America‘s domestic and global development agenda. 

  

The White House Office of the Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, which serves an 

important role in helping connect the government to social services providers (faith-based or 

secular), is fostering development of inclusionary thoughts such as Hindu American Seva 

Charities. Starting with the inauguration speech, President Obama has ignited the light of 

acceptance of Hindus in America.  It needs to be nurtured so that the community‘s talents can be 

leveraged and the inner light can shine brightly for all.  
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Many are beginning to recognize what is needed today is an integrated effort from multiple 

sources
13

. It is a mutual acculturation process, recognition of America‘s pluralism which enables 

the New Americans integrate and contribute through enhanced civic life both domestically in the 

U.S. and through global development with USAID
14

.   

 

 

 
 

O, citizens of the world! Live in harmony and concord.  

Be organized and co-operative.  

Speak with one voice and make your resolutions with one mind.  

As our ancient saints and seers, leaders and preceptors have performed their duties righteously.  

Similarly, may you not falter to execute your duties.   

Rig Veda 10.191.2 

 

 

The President’s Advisory Council has included recommendations to integrate and value 

America’s Religious Diversity and to engage the rich diversity of American religious and 

cultural communities in partnerships to provide aid, development, and other services to 

advance peace and justice domestically and abroad.   
 

This paper summarizes the Hindu American perspective that helped frame some 

recommendations approved by the Council members. This report also provides the background 

and rationale for the additional steps needed to integrate the community and leverage the talent 

to serve. 

 

 

President Obama opening the doors of inclusion 

 

The United States has long-held traditions of fostering, without prejudice, a rich religious 

diversity and respecting the distinct identities and roles of religions and government.  The US 

Government seeks to treat all persons in an equitable fashion, regardless of faith; it values the 

contributions of religious communities as vital partners in society.   

Religious communities are society‘s largest social networks, providing critical services and 

benefits for the common good that governments cannot provide.  Religious communities are 

effective partners with government. Without compromising the integrity of either religions or 

governments, both parties seek to work cooperatively in areas of mutual interest and benefit. 

President Obama in his inauguration speech on January 21, 2009, recognized the growing 

diversity “For we know that our patchwork heritage is a strength, not a weakness.  We are a 

nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus, and non-believers. 15‖  

 

                                                 
13

 Livingston‘s Martin Luther King Jr. 2010 http://www.thealternativepress.com/article.asp?news=9296&Community-is-Invited-to-Martin-

Luther-King-Jr.-Day-Special-Events-on-Monday,-January-18,-2010 
14

Diaspora Engagement: http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/global_partnerships/gda/remittances.html 
15 President Barack Obama‘s Inaugural Address, January 21, 2009. http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/inaugural-address/ 
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On April 4th, 2009 the first Hindu American was appointed as a member to the President‘s 

Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships (OFBNP).   

 

For the first time a U.S. President explicitly included a Hindu American in the public arena 

not only though speech but through action.  The Hindu American community is an under-

represented minority and its voice is just beginning to be heard.   
 

U.S. Government agencies are encouraged to increase efforts to enhance access to government 

fora, as well as increase civic participation among traditionally under-represented religious and 

immigrant communities. These efforts continue to foster inclusion of America‘s religious 

diversity - which enables religious communities to be effective partners with the government and 

builds social cohesion.    

 

During the first year, OFBNP formed six taskforces to develop recommendations to the President 

and senior members of government on issues relating to social service provisions, community 

development, social change and relevant public policy issues: Reform of the Office of Faith-

based and Neighborhood Partnerships, Economic Recovery and Fighting Poverty, Fatherhood 

and Healthy Families, Inter-Religious Cooperation, Environment and Climate Change, Global 

Poverty, Health and Development. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

President Obama has provided substantial encouragement by recognizing the contribution of the 

Indian Americans -- Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs and other diverse faiths -- to the 

American society. Specifically, he stated at the November 24, 2009 state dinner to honor India‘s 
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Prime Minister, ―It's a bond that includes more than two million Indian Americans who enrich 

every corner of our great nation -- leaders in government, science, industry and the arts….”
16

  

President Obama is the first U.S. President to celebrate Diwali inside the White House and light 

the lamp. 

 

 

 

“…the holiday of Diwali -- the festival of lights -- when members of some of the world's greatest 

faiths celebrate the triumph of good over evil.  This coming Saturday, Hindus, Jains, Sikhs and 

some Buddhists, here in America and around the world, will celebrate this holiday by lighting 

Diyas, or lamps, which symbolize the victory of light over darkness, and knowledge over 

ignorance. And while this is a time of rejoicing, it's also a time for reflection, when we remember 

those who are less fortunate and renew our commitment to reach out to those in need. While the 

significance of the holiday for each faith varies, all of them mark it by gathering with family 

members to pray and decorate the house and enjoy delicious food and sweet treats. And in that 

spirit of celebration and contemplation, I am happy to light the White House Diya, and wish you 

all a Happy Diwali, and a Saal Mubarak”
 17

.   

                                                 
16

 http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/toast-remarks-president-obama-and-prime-minister-singh-india-state-dinner 
17 President‘s remarks http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-aapi-initiative-executive-order-signing-and-diwali-event 
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Challenges we face 

President Obama’s message created an interest in Diwali
18

 among mainstream Americans, 

who have normally seen Hinduism as an exotic religion. An inclusionary approach by 

President Obama has helped many Hindu Americans
19

 feel accepted in their own country.  

Paradoxically, while Hindu philosophy, yoga, and meditation have influenced many in 

America, the depiction of the Hindus in classroom texts and academia is often framed in 

ways that most Hindus and Indians would not agree with.  These interpretations have the 

potential of creating hostility towards Hindu people
20

 and negatively impact the identity 

development and self confidence of the youth
21

.  They can also impede global diplomacy 

and business when erroneous cultural lenses become the prism of communication. 

 

 

 

The President identified some of the challenges facing the community, “Some Asian American 

and Pacific Islanders, particularly New Americans and refugees, still face language barriers. 

Others have been victims of unthinkable hate crimes, particularly in the months after September 

11
th

; crimes driven by ignorance and prejudice that are an affront to everything this nation 

stands for. And then there are the disparities that we don't even know about because our data 

collection methods still aren't up to par. Too often, Asian American and Pacific Islanders are 

lumped into one category, giving us inaccurate data on the challenges of each individual 

                                                 
18

 Diwali Lights Symbolize Search for Knowledge and Goodness  http://www.america.gov/st/peopleplace-

english/2009/October/20091016162607maduobbA0.3723719.html 
19

 I am Macaca, Sidharth http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/11/10/AR2006111001381.html?referrer=emailarticle 
20

 Invading the Sacred: An analysis of Hinduism Studies in America, by Krishnan Ramaswamy, Antonio de Nicolas, Aditi Banerjee 
21

 Racialization of Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism by Khyati Joshi 

Bhutanese Refugees, Dallas 
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community. Smaller communities in particular get lost, their needs and concerns buried in a 

spreadsheet.
22

”   

 

Often many Hindu Americans, like other Asian Americans, are seen as the “model 

minority.”
23

.  However, while flattering, these assumptions limit redressing real needs.  Research 

and recent interviews with Hindu American leaders and service providers shows substantial 

unmet community needs around such issues
24

  as: 

 

 Economic crisis impact and poverty 

 Social Services (health care in all aspects)  

 Senior citizens issues 

 Women‘s empowerment 

 Fatherhood and healthy families 

 Children and youth 

 Post 9/11 harassment 

 Refugee resettlement and homelessness 

 Immigration and civil rights 

 Discrimination, religious bias or hate crimes 

 Civic and political participation 

 

Though the Hindu American (Asian Americans) households (with mostly dual incomes) 

have high median income (due to skill based migration) individually both men and women 

earned less than their white counterparts with equal education
25

.  It is estimated 8% of 

Indian Americans are below poverty line and the poverty rate among senior citizens is 

higher. Often issues of senior citizens and youth-at-risk are not addressed.  

Additionally, the Hindu American identity is often subsumed by the “South Asian” identity 

and their distinctly faith based issued are unfortunately overlooked, such as “dot-buster” 

killing in New Jersey, vandalizing of temples, post 9/11 bias.   

As a relatively small minority, they need to mobilize at the grass-roots level, collect data to better 

understand their needs and ensure their concerns are appropriately highlighted through advocacy. 

                                                 
22 President Barack Obama‘s remarks at the AAPI event http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-aapi-initiative-executive-
order-signing-and-diwali-event 
23

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model_minority and other publications in www.ucla.edu 

24 See – Report section - Summary of Community Survey/Interviews with Select Faith Based Representatives 
25

 People of Color - www.catalyst.org  
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Puja ceremony in Hindu Temple, Minnesota 

For the New Americans the point of reference for civic engagement is based on their traditions.  

In India, temples generally are not part of community governance.  The faith-based 

infrastructures of the Hindu and Dharmic people are different from the established (Judeo-

Christian) faith-based institutions in the U.S.    

 

 

 
 

 

Hindu and Dharmic communities do not participate in many local, state and national 

discussions because culturally, there has been a separation between sacred and secular, and 

like many other immigrant communities, they do not know how to engage in the civic 

process nor does the population at large have a good understanding of the Hindu American 

communities’ governance needs.  
 

Seva, the call to self-less service, is an integral part of Hindu culture and traditions. Gandhi 

Day/Week of Service is regularly observed in colleges and communities; often promoted by 

groups like Hindu Students Council, Hindu American Foundation, South Asian Students 

Association.  The Hindu American Foundation also has the ONE Seva Campaign.
26

 

 

While the above mentioned efforts have promoted volunteering and service at the individual 

level, what is needed is development of sustainable not-for-profit ―Seva Centers‖ to address 

contemporary needs in America and to bring systemic changes to the way both our community 

and the community at large is served.  

 

Based on our research we have developed ―Seva Center‖ prototypes (highlighted later in the 

report) for development by the community in partnership with intermediaries and local 

governing bodies.   

 

As the Seva Centers leverage the collective talent and resources of the Hindu/Dharmic 

community and provide services to people in all walks of life, we expect integrated change will 

come. 

                                                 
26 ONE Seva campaign is an effort to encourage volunteering at the grass roots level www.one.org/us/onesabbath/hindu.html 
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Meeting with President Abdul Kalam 

 International Diaspora Impact 

 
Citizens of both India and the U.S. are diverse, multicultural, believers and non-believers, 

pluralistic, representing the world’s faiths.  This shared understanding and strength in the 

interfaith arena can be leveraged for mutual benefit.  

 

On April 28, 2009, India‘s former President Dr. Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam
27

. 

received the Hoover Award at Columbia University. His speech included a message for the 

diaspora  

          "Serve the country where you are settled.  

You are settled in America do the best to strengthen America. " 

 

President Kalam encouraged and supported the creation of Hindu American Seva Charities and 

the idea of forming a string of ―Seva Centers‖.  He communicated his perspective to HASC:  

 

"Suffering has come to America in a bigger way.  Many people are hurting. Indian 

Americans will be ready to receive help to give help to the larger community.  They are 

ready to build communities.  Focus on character building also in your initiatives...  

 

In Tirupati temple (in India) money and gold is donated in huge amounts.  I (President Abdul 

Kalam) spoke with one the most learned acharyas there and suggested they put a large 

poster for the people which reads, if you have a court case against your brother or sister 

drop it in the Hundi; if you have time, go and educate a child... YOU MUST SERVE..." 

 

 
 

 

During the summer, 2009, the Hindu American on the Advisory Council visited Chennai, India. 

The U.S. Consulate in Chennai organized interfaith discussions, with students and with religious 

leaders for the visiting Council member.  It was the first time a Hindu American was 

representing the Hindu faith in India.  It became clear that pluralism and interfaith 

                                                 
27 President Abdul Kalam‘s Vision http://www.indiavision2020.org/ 
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collaborations could be strategic initiatives between the two countries as they have shared 

values relating to diversity and pluralism.  These could further enhance global diplomacy. 

 

Social service gaps can be bridged with greater understanding of the needs of many Hindu 

Americans and with their increased representation, specifically in the State Department, 

Education, DHS, DOJ, HUD, HHS. To date no Hindu American has been hired in any Faith 

Based office in the federal agencies and embassies.  
 

The visit to India revealed that Hindus (the faith of the majority population in India), like many 

people in developing countries, welcome humanitarian international aid, when done in the spirit 

of seva  which is part of their culture.  They want to partner with aid providers who respect all 

faiths equally and provide humanitarian assistance in the pure interfaith spirit.   

 

Many Hindus, worldwide, are greatly concerned about the impact of proselytizing on the 

global and local religious ecosystems
28

.  Hindus do not proselytize and their Swamis, 

teachers, and lay people have openly shared the self-realization philosophy, yoga, 

meditation techniques, intrinsic to the Hindu faith and culture, with all.   
 

However, many Hindus have found a number of faith based international social service/global 

development organizations proselytize while providing services, generally seen as quid pro quo 

by the vulnerable recipients.  
 

It is our understanding that overseas, the PVOs/NGOs are not governed by the same laws that 

protect the citizens‘ rights in the U.S.  Additionally, though the faith based service organizations 

receive government funding they are not required to hire people of other faiths.  Such use of 

economic incentive is a powerful tool and is seen by many Hindus globally as detrimental to 

peaceful co-existence and interfaith collaboration by all faiths. 
 
 

 
 

                                                 
28

 Conversion is Violence by Swami Dayananda Saraswati, Arsha Vidya Research and Publication Trust 

Interfaith discussion with Hindu, Muslim, Christian students, India 
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See unity in diversity. Behold One divine form appearing in multiforms;  

Immense is His vastness, unparalleled is His glory.  

ll the countless earths, suns and planets which are seen and which are beyond our perceptions exist under His command ll 

Kindled in various forms, the perennial flame is One;  

Sprinkling the world with golden beams at dawn; 

Painting the evening clouds with changing colors, the sun is One.                                                                 Rig Veda 8.58.2 

 

The only Hindu American Council member participated in the development of the Cairo
29

 

speech and found relevancy for the Hindu American community in the universal facts stated by 

President Obama.  

 

…… “Freedom of religion is central to the ability of peoples to live together.  We must 

always examine the ways in which we protect it… 

…… Indeed, faith should bring us together… 

……All of us share this world for but a brief moment in time. The question is whether we 

spend that time focused on what pushes us apart, or whether we commit ourselves to an 

effort - a sustained effort - to find common ground, to focus on the future we seek for our 

children, and to respect the dignity of all human beings.…… 

…… It is easier to blame others than to look inward; to see what is different about someone 

than to find the things we share. But we should choose the right path, not just the easy path. 

There is also one rule that lies at the heart of every religion - that we do unto others as we 

would have them do unto us. ……… 

……We have the power to make the world we seek, but only if we have the courage to make 

a new beginning, keeping in mind what has been written……..” 

                                                 
29

 The President's Speech in Cairo: A New Beginning - June 04, 2009 - http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/NewBeginning/ 
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USAID Diaspora Network Affiliation (DNA) 
 

USAID succinctly states, “Although Diaspora community engagement with home countries is 

sizeable, the developmental potential for this group remains largely untapped. USAID 

recognizes that by not engaging with this community, we are missing out an opportunity to 

increase our development impact significantly.  To leverage the vast resources of Diaspora 

communities, the Global Development Alliance is launching a flagship public-private alliance 

called the Diaspora Networks Alliance (DNA). DNA will work to intensify the flow of knowledge 

and resources of Diaspora to their home countries to promote economic and social growth.” 
30

. 

 

Hindu American Diaspora has played a significant role in India‘s rural development and fight 

against poverty. In the faith based arena, AIM for Seva
31

, Chinmaya Mission - CORD
32

, BAPS 

Swaminarayan Sanstha, M.A. Center (Amma organization), Sathya Sai are a few of the well 

developed organizations.  Numerous smaller U.S. organizations support development in India.  

Hindu organizations have adopted villages to provide basic amenities such as developing schools 

and hospitals in the rural areas, feeding and clothing the poor, providing significant aid during 

disasters and crisis, etal. To the best of our knowledge, no Hindu organization has, as yet, 

received funding for international development though they have applied for grants to USAID.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bless that our prosperity lead us to peace;  

The social discipline lead us to harmony;  

The intellectual pursuits result in sublimity;  

The aim of our riches is harmony varied in all nature and society.   

May the varied systems of law and order result in all round peace, progress and prosperity. -Rig Veda 7.35 

 
 

In the secular space many NGOs exist as well.  American India Foundation (AIF), Share and 

Care, PrathamUSA, Indicorps, India Development and Relief Fund, Shankara Eye Foundation 

are a few to name.  For example, AIF, formed in 2001, under the guidance of President Clinton, 

is a nonprofit American development organization that is devoted to accelerating social and 

economic change in India. AIF has invested in over 100 Indian non-governmental organizations 

while raising about $50 million since its inception, but has received no government grants.  

 

And, many Hindu Americans are assisting not only their home countries, but globally. Recently, 

following the Haiti crisis, many Hindu American organizations, temples and ashrams have 

mobilized resources and report over $500,000 donations to-date. Additionally, M.A. Center, 

Sathya Sai Baba organizations, Sri Shiva Vishnu Temple are among the many who have reported 

they are sending teams of volunteers to assist in the Haiti relief and rehabilitation effort.  

 

                                                 
30

Diaspora Engagement: http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/global_partnerships/gda/remittances.html 
31 www.aimforseva.org 
32 Chinmaya Mission of Rural Development http://www.cordusa.org/ 
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A New Era of Partnerships 

 

Hindu and Dharmic people need to further establish and expand faith oriented ―Seva Centers‖ 

domestically and globally to promote social and civic engagement, to leverage their talent and 

participate equitably in the faith-based service arena. We hope the community will develop more 

―Seva Centers‖ (such as the suggested prototypes) to serve its own needs and the needs of the 

community at large.  ―Seva Centers‖ will require a collaboration of both secular and faith based 

service providers and sustained capacity to serve all Americans. ―Seva Centers‖ which desire to 

obtain government funding will need to initially work with intermediaries to develop the 

capacity to serve and follow the reporting requirements.  We hope the government will 

encourage such an inclusion with intermediaries. 

 

Nurturing a broad coalition of “Seva Centers” will help accomplish common goals, provide 

broader exposure, leverage learning and connect the community with America.  It will 

enable strengthening of relationships with other faith based traditions and with the 

government, through in-culture, in-faith understanding.  These bridges of understanding, 

coalitions across diverse groups in America, will be poised to play an enhanced community 

governance role in an integrated, pluralistic 21
st
 century society in America and the world.   

 

On signing the APA proclamation on May 1
st
 2009, President Obama said, “The vast diversity of 

languages, religions, and cultural traditions of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders continues 

to strengthen the fabric of American society……From the beaches of the Pacific islands and the 

California coast, the grasslands of Central Asia and the bluegrass of Kentucky, and from the 

summits of the Himalayas and the Rocky Mountains, the Asian American and Pacific Islander 

community hails from near and far. This is the story of our more perfect union: that it is 

diversity itself that enriches, and is fundamental to, the American story. . .” 

 

…and to the Hindu American story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indian National Trust for Arts 

and Cultural Heritage, India 

For the first time, an American 

President publicly included the 

Hindu Americans as an integral 

part of America.   

 

Opening the public doors 

enables Hindu Americans 

to strengthen America as a 

vital part of the pluralistic 

mosaic which is America. 

Service which is given without consideration of anything in return, at the right place and time to one that is 

qualified, with the feeling that it is one’s duty, is regarded as the nature of goodness. - Bhagavad Gita 17.20 
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Key Findings and Recommendations 
 

The assessment of seva activities conducted during the summer resulted in the following 

observations, which lead into our recommendations.  
 

Many of these findings and recommendations were discussed with the Taskforce. The segment 

on America‘s Cultural and Religious Diversity in the Interfaith collaboration chapter of the 

Council report specifies ways in which the America could be strengthened (1) domestically, (2) 

internationally; (3) enhanced social cohesion though bridges of understanding.  
 

 

Summary of Findings 
 

1. Seva is inherent to and integral to the Hindu/Dharmic traditions.  
 

2. Many Hindu Americans have professional skills and resources that could be leveraged 

with government support.  
 

3. Many in the Hindu/Dharmic American community have begun to engage with their 

neighbors and are learning how to describe their identities and experiences.  
 

4. Many Hindu Americans lack understanding of citizen agency, rights and civic 

engagement and the American public process (grants, capacity development) and are not 

yet fully engaged and actively participating within local community governance 

structures to address social service issues 
 

5. The ―model minority‖ myth is not supported by reality borne out by statistics. 
 

6. Social Service needs of the Hindu American community: 

 

Economic crisis impact  Children and youth 

Entrepreneurship Refugee resettlement 

Poverty Homelessness 

Healthcare Immigration and civil rights 

Elderly/senior needs Discrimination 

Fatherhood and healthy families Religious bias or hate crimes 

 

7. Most Hindu Americans understand a diverse, multicultural, pluralistic society.  This 

shared understanding with America can be leveraged for mutual benefit. 
 

8. From the perspective of the practicing Hindus Americans, textbook and academic 

portrayal of Hinduism is often mischaracterized and biased. 
 

9. Hindus, worldwide, are greatly concerned about the impact of the proselytizing of faith 

based global development aid groups on the global and local religious ecosystems. 
 

10. Gap exists in global development collaboration and knowledge sharing between many 

Hindu American organizations, USAID and other government agencies. 
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Recommendations 

 

1. Public – (Federal, State, Local) 

a. Ensure the agencies understand Hinduism as it is practiced and understood by 

Hindus.  Consult the community and spiritual and religious leaders in the 

community, in the development of education programs for government agencies, 

embassies, etc. 

b. Increase outreach to the Hindu American community to ensure their concerns are 

appropriately included 

c. Provide education on civic process, access to government, and capacity 

development 

d. Increase ways to include under-represented Hindu Americans in civil society and 

civic processes 

e. Increase ethnic representation by including Hindu/Dharmic Americans in all 

agencies and embassies with faith based offices 

f. Engage expertise that exists within Hindu American Diaspora to better advance 

U.S. government goals for global diplomacy and development 

g. Develop and enhance relationships with Hindu intermediaries to off-set Hindu 

American suspicions of faith-based aid due to concerns about proselytizing.    

h. Assist the Diaspora (faith based and secular) to develop international and 

domestic humanitarian aid infrastructures/organizations 

i. For government funded NGOs/PVOs: 

(a) develop governance laws to limit funding if involved in proselytizing 

(b) ensure they hire and promote people of all faiths on merit not mere 

inducement. 

 

2. Education 

a. Enhance knowledge and capacity development of under-represented Hindu 

American community based organizations 

b. Encourage increased research to study social services in Dharmic institutions to 

enhance infrastructure development  

c. ―Building bridges of understanding‖ such as through National Endowment of 

Humanities.  (Hinduism portrayal is often mischaracterization). 

 

3. Private (for consideration by the community) 

a. Community and Faith Based Organizations need to understand how to develop 

sustainable social service infrastructure domestically in the U.S. and globally 

b. Temples need to explore ways to connect secular and faith based social service 

providers 

c. Community should encourage professionals (doctors and nurses, hotel owners, 

others) to donate their time and resources on a regular basis. The public sector 

could partner to say provide transportation and bring those who need the services 

to the temples. 
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Summer Seva Projects 
 

During the summer many organizations conducted seva projects of small and large magnitude*.  

The table below highlights the major seva areas addressed by the community.  Details are 

covered in the ―Summary of Interviews with Key Faith Based Leaders‖. 

 

Hindu American Seva Charities - Summer Activities (Reported on HASC website) 

Participating Organizations - Summer 2009 

Primary 
Focus 

of 
Summe

r 
Activity 

Education 
(E) 

Elderly Environment 
Poverty 

Reduction 
(PR) 

Health Refugee Youth 

1 Association of Indian Physicians H     F   

2 AIM for Seva, NJ PR X   F  X  

3 AIM for Seva, PA PR X X X F X X X 

4 Asian American Hotel Owners Association PR    F    

5 Allentown Hindu Temple H X    F  X 

6 Amma M.A. Center AL PR  X X F    

7 Amma M.A. Center AR PR    F    

8 Amma M.A. Center AZ PR    F    

9 Amma M.A. Center CA PR  X X F   X 

10 Amma M.A. Center CO PR    F    

11 Amma M.A. Center D.C. Youth       F 

12 Amma M.A. Center FL PR    F    

13 Amma M.A. Center GA PR    F    

14 Amma M.A. Center IA PR    F    

15 Amma M.A. Center IL PR    F    

16 Amma M.A. Center KS PR  X X F    

17 Amma M.A. Center MA PR   X F    

18 Amma M.A. Center MD H     F   

19 Amma M.A. Center MI PR  X X F X  X 

20 Amma M.A. Center NC PR    F    

21 Amma M.A. Center NH PR    F    

22 Amma M.A. Center NJ PR   X F    

23 Amma M.A. Center NM PR   X F X   

24 Amma M.A. Center NY PR    F   X 

25 Amma M.A. Center OH PR    F  X  

26 Amma M.A. Center OK PR    F    

27 Amma M.A. Center OR PR    F    

28 Amma M.A. Center TX PR X   F    

29 Amma M.A. Center UT PR    F    

30 Amma M.A. Center WA PR X  X F   X 

31 Amma M.A. Center WI PR    F   X 

32 Anoopam Mission PR    F    

33 Arsha Vidya Gurukulam PR    F    

34 Arya Samaj FL Youth       F 

35 Arya Samaj NJ H     F   

36 Arya Spiritual Center Youth       F 

37 Asian Indian Women in America E        

38 Badarikashrama Center Youth       F 

39 Bala Vikas Youth X      F 

40 
BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha at its 

following centers 
H    X F   

41  Atlanta  H    X F   

42  Austin H    X F   

43  Birmingham H    X F   

44  Boston H    X F   

45  Charlotte H    X F   

46  Cherry Hill H    X F   

47  Chicago H    X F   

48  Cleveland H    X F   

49  Clifton H    X F   

50  Columbus H    X F   

51  Dallas H    X F   

52  Detroit H    X F   

53  Edison H    X F   

54  Fresno H    X F   

55  Houston H    X F   

56  Indianapolis H    X F   

57  Jacksonville H    X F   

58  Jersey City H    X F   

59  Los Angeles H    X F   

60  Miami H    X F   

61  Minneapolis H    X F   

62  New York H    X F   

63  Orlando H    X F   

64         Philadelphia H    X F   
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Hindu American Seva Charities - Summer Activities (Reported on HASC website) 

Participating Organizations - Summer 2009 

Primary 
Focus 

of 
Summe

r 
Activity 

Education 
(E) 

Elderly 
Environme
nt 

Poverty 
Reduction 

(PR) 
Health Refugee Youth 

65  Raleigh H    X F   

66  San Jose H    X F   

67  Tampa H    X F   

68  Washington H    X F   

69  Westchester H    X F   

70  Philadelphia H    X F   

71  Raleigh H    X F   

72 Barsana Dham Youth       F 

73 Bharatiya Temple PR  X  F X   

74 Chinmaya Vrindavan Youth       F 

75 Chinmaya Mission Youth       F 

76 Council of Temples E        

77 Dada Vaswani Center E F      X 

78 DFW Hindu Temple PR X   F X  X 

79 Durga Temple Youth       F 

80 Ekal Vidyala Youth X      F 

81 
Federation of Jain Association in North 

America  
H     F  X 

82 Ganesh Temple H X X   F  X 

83 Gayatri Pariwar E F    X   

84 Grace Center of Hope PR    F    

85 Hari Katha H     F   

86 Hindu Acharya Sabha E F       

87 Hindu American Community Services         

88 Hindu Collective Imitative E F       

89 Hindu Mandir Executive Council E F       

90 Hindu Org of LI E F      X 

91 Hindu Society of North East Florida H     F   

92 Hindu Temple of Central Indiana Youth X    X  F 

93 Hindu Temple of Greater Chicago Youth       F 

94 Hindu Temple of Minnesota E F       

95 Hindu Temple of St Louis Missouri H     F   

96 Indian Association of Western Washington Elderly  F      

97 Indo-American Psychiatrist Association H     F   

98 Infinity Foundations E X   X X   

99 International Mahavir Jain Mission E F       

100 ISKON PR    F X   

101 Laxmi Narayan Spiritual Organizations PR  X  F X   

102 Livingston Clergy Association H    X F   

103 Nami H     F   

104 
National Association of Indian Nurses of 

America 
H     F   

105 Sai Center, NJ PR    F    

106 Sai Center of Atlanta PR    F X   

107 Sai Center of Chapel Hill, NC PR    F    

106 See The Real PR    F    

107 - 140 SEWA International (32 locations) PR X X  F X  X 

108 Shanti Mandir H    X F   

142 Shri Ganesha Temple H  X   F  X 

143 Sindhi Circle Youth    X   F 

144 Sri Krishna Vrundavan PR    F    

145 SSVT Maryland H  X X F X  X 

146 The Hindu Temple of Atlanta PR    F X   

147 Vedic Cultural Center E F    X   

148 Vraj Mandir H      F X 

149 World Council of Religious Leaders E F       

 
* BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha and M.A. Center arranged the majority of the reported seva 

projects across the country. South Asian Total Health Initiative (SATHI) developed the health 

awareness presentations which were distributed to many temples in the nation.  1,300 is a 

significant undercount as large projects grouped many smaller and medium projects.  

 

The seva count, research and survey gives an insight and highlights that many Hindu Americans have the 

skills and desire to serve internally within their community and the community at large but lack 

sustainable infrastructure capacity. 



 
Hindu American Seva Charities 

32 

  

Recommended Seva Center Prototypes -“Internal and External” 
 

The community would benefit greatly with ―Seva Centers‖ developed to provide needed social 

services.  We have developed these prototypes to beginning a dialogue to engage the community 

service providers, temples, government. 

 

Service within the Hindu Community – “Internal” Seva 
Service 

Opportunity 
Description Specific ways to help 

Understand 

community‘s needs 

Needs will vary depending on age bracket, socio-

economic status, ethnic and educational background 

1) Survey of membership 

2) Analysis of Census and other demographic info 

Provide ways to get 

involved in Seva  

Provide concrete and understandable activities - 

engage people in Seva that helps them feel a sense 

of having contributed 

1) Have a "Committee Coordinator" to ensure interaction 

of temple committees 

2) Have a "Volunteer Coordinator" to match the 

volunteers' interests and the seva needs/opportunities 

Newcomers 

Helping people who move into or out of our 

community – a ―newcomers‖ organization 

1) Tours of local community facilities (house of worship 

as well as civic spaces) 

2) Workshops on various topics to help with acculturation 
(how to get a license, how to apply for a credit card, etc.) 

3) Benchmark similar social service/networking groups - 

"Troy Newcomers", ―Livingston New Comers Picnic‖ 

Bereavement Provide social services when someone passes 

1) Bereavement counseling 

2) Help with household activities 
3) Help with ceremonial activities - meals preparation, 

helping with out of town visitors, etc. 

4) Will preparation workshops 

Hospitalized 
Helping the hospitalized, the terminally ill and their 
families 

1) Providing Counseling 
2) Providing practical support (meals, driving, etc.) 

Health 

Various ways to provide for the health of the 

community  

1) Health Fairs   

2) Breast Cancer screenings 
3) Bone Marrow Drive 

4) Nutrition and health-related seminars 

Economic crisis 

Community members may have issues - recent 
recession resulted in several murder/suicides and we 

need to be ready to respond and reach out 

1) Helping with job loss and related economic crisis 
2) Provide socio-economic support – food/financial, 

health care, job search 

Elderly Helping the aging and elderly 

1) Adult Activities Center - IndiaHome.org 

2) Adult Day Care 

Assistance for the 
Homebound Helping the homebound and institutionalized:  

1) Provide transportation for basic needs – shopping, 

doctor 

2) Help them get to Temple 
3) Help around the house, provide social interaction 

Transition crisis 
Helping households facing crises or transitions – 
divorce, separation, new baby, etc. 

1) Divorce/Separation 

2) New Baby 

3) Death of Spouse (see above - bereavement) 
4) Other transition  

Career Counseling Provide career counseling services 

1) Job Fairs 

2) Visa Fairs 

Youth Counseling Provide support services for young adults 

1) Suicide and drug abuse prevention programs (partner 
with local agencies doing this kind of thing – Troy 

Community Coalition for the Prevention of Drug and 

Alcohol Abuse (troycoalition.com) 
2) Parenting workshops – dating/sex education 

3) College and career Counseling, SAT Prep 

4) LGB community needs 
5) Language and culture 

Women's Empowerment 
Providing additional social services not already 
listed 

1) Develop SV/DV agency links  - e.g., Michigan Asian 

Indian Family Services or Shanti Project at University of 
MI. Manavi, Sakhi 

2) Develop training programs to educate women 

3) Networking opportunities for women - cooking, craft, 
career (National Council of Jewish Women) 
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Service to the Larger Community – “External” Seva 

 

Service Opportunity Description Specific ways to help 

Feeding those in need 

Various ways and levels to be involved in 

feeding the hungry. 

1) Provide meals at a local soup kitchen, or provide food to 

(make sandwiches and deliver) 
2) Support Meals on Wheels 

3) Collect non-perishable items for Gleaners or local food 

bank 

 

Provide Other Services & 

Amenities to those in need 

 

Provide financial and other support -  

develop strong connections to local social 
services agencies, find ways to help 

depending on the region 

South Oakland Shelter is a moveable homeless shelter for 
individuals who are seeking work or are currently employed 

and within weeks or days of having earned their way off the 

streets. Area churches share responsibility for hosting the 
shelter, and each church hosts up to 30 individuals for one 

week during the year; a temple should be able to do this or 

partner with someone to do this  

Women In Need of Guidance and Skills - donations or other 

services requested 

Suburban Michigan - help Troy People Concerned 

(tpchelps.org) 

Suburban Michigan - Macomb County Interfaith Volunteer 

Caregivers - website mcivc.org has details 

In urban areas, help an agency like Blight Busters, 

Youthville Detroit, etc. 

Collecting winter coats and shoes, clothing, furniture 

(Furniture Bank) 

Support poverty-reduction programs such as One.org 

 

Develop strong ties with 

Interfaith organizations  

 

Allows Hindu American community to 

have a voice, saying that this is the Hindu 

position on "X" - explaining that the Hindu 

position is often complex, and may consist 

of multiple viewpoints  

Participate in Interfaith Services (Thanksgiving, National 

Day of Prayer) - to bring awareness of who is a Hindu and 
what the belief system is 

MI Bharatiya Temple joined MI's Interfaith Alliance to 

support affirmative action in 2006; sevaks  participated as 

part of this faith-based group to develop support for 
continuing affirmative action, viewing it as a social justice 

issue.  MI Bharatiya Temple members participated in an 

interfaith press conference protesting desecration of a local 
house of worship. 

Create a position paper or publicity materials, such as the 

SSVT-UHJT, DC area interfaith organization pamphlet on 
the Swastika 

Active participation of Hindu communities in Interfaith 

activities even without a temple.  In Livingston, NJ Hindu 

Americans rent space in a local church to create a public 
faith based space and are integrated with faith based 

activities 

Education programs 

Help those in the local community by 

offering classes, tutoring, scholarships, etc. 

1) Participate in interfaith panels 
2) Provide opportunities to the local community to 

encourage partnerships with Hindus on different levels 

Emergency aid programs 

Have a resilient system to support when 
there is a national or international crisis, 

e.g. Haiti or Tsunami disaster recovery 

support 

1) Summer of Service campaign - feedback form and data 
compiled by HASC 

2) Haiti Emergency Relief - feedback and data collection 

started by HASC 

 

NOTES:  
Educational/spiritual/religious activities are not listed since temples are already focusing on these kinds of internal help. Seva through the temple 
needs to be cultivated in different ways. When we provide services to the community beyond the traditional religious rituals, religious education 

and spiritual space, they will be in a position to provide seva to others in the faith community and the larger community. 

 
We must to be sensitive partnerships are true interfaith where each faith respects the other equally, (because many social services are provided 

through houses of worship which proselytize and often are perceived to have a biased view of Hindus.  The community is sensitive and hesitates 
in working with the intermediaries).  
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An Essay - Youth Identity vs. Parent Identity - by Minauti Dave 

 
 

 

Up until a certain age, we do what we are told by our parents.  Most youths were raised 

celebrating or experiencing the Hindu high holidays; we would lean down to all our elders for blessings, 

especially during auspicious ceremonies and events; we would take part in pujas and rituals/practice at 

home and at other people’s homes; we attended cultural events and dressed up in Indian clothes 

accordingly.   

 

While most youths willingly enjoyed these Dharmic and cultural activities and events, the 

parents seem to be blind to everything happening outside of their children’s Indian identity.  There was a 

whole new person forming inside of their children and it needed to be reconciled with their Indian self.  

 

Perhaps youths are under the wrong impression that their parents understood the American 

culture, especially ones that watched American news and sitcoms as a family; because they could discuss 

American politics; because they could enjoy American food and take part in American cultural events 

whether it was a company picnic or a trip to Disney World, Epcot Center and Cape Canaveral.   

 

Parents may have been soaking up American culture but couldn’t understand that there was a 

greater dialogue that needed to take place with their children.     

 

 There are some youths who accept their circumstance with immigrant parents. From a very young 

age there are still certain topics that remain “hands off” for parents and would never be discussed: i.e. sex, 

drugs, alcohol and the American way of life whether it involved school, music or friends.   Consequently, 

youths never have a dialogue about these topics with their parents and vice versa.  The discussion of 

“boyfriends” was taboo much less having a “crush” on someone.  These words just weren’t part of a 

parent’s Indian vocabulary.   In the same respect, they were not aware of other American words that 

formed a youth’s American identity:  peer pressure, bullying, popularity, peer counseling, character 

education, etc.    

 

However, until this day, the word that is most paramount during one’s youth is education. Not a 

day goes by when they don’t passionately voice their feelings, opinions and advice about education.  And 

not a day goes by when they don’t encourage their children to get involved in anything education related.  

It is an unknown blessing for youths nationwide.  In my own experience, I was a Brownie and Girl Scout 

because of my parents; I started playing the violin because of them; I wanted to express myself through 

words and art because of them.  They supported me in all my dreams and endeavors.  

 

Despite the parental support in education, youths still have a difficult time grasping all the 

different aspects of their identity.  They still struggle with identity and puberty issues layered onto 

teenage angst. Sadly, they attempt to understand themselves through all these perspectives without any 

help from family. 

 

All youths need support in understanding how they could maintain multiple cultures instead of 

feeling lost, confused or doubtful about one culture over another.  

 

Eventually, I’m sure all youths have to understand how the vision and expectations of “bonding” 

with their parents was so very different from their own.  In the end, youths must accept their parents for 

who they are regardless of how they accepted them.  Unfortunately, in many cases, the byproduct of this 

understanding is the ensuing cultural and generational gap combined.  There will always be a part of me 

my parents will never know and vice versa because of the individual paths we took in life”.   
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Key Domestic Poverty Areas and Opportunities for Faith Based Partnerships 

 

- With The U.S. Federal Government - 
 

As part of the Council meetings OFBNP communicated that the Administration is leading a new 

federal approach to America's high-poverty areas, an approach that facilitates the economic 

integration of families and communities with efforts to support the current low-income residents 

of those areas.   

 

The Office of the Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnership worked with the 25 Council 

members to recommend ways to bridge the gap with the government and address six taskforce 

issues: 

1. Reform of the Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships 

2. Economic Recovery and Fighting Poverty 

3. Fatherhood and Healthy Families 

4. Inter-Religious Cooperation 

5. Environment and Climate Change 

6. Global Poverty, Health and Development 

 
White House Poverty Agenda  

The aim is to tackle tough issues through the twelve agencies. Each agency has an officer who 

will work with the Faith Based and Secular communities. 
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Hindu American Seva Capacity - Analysis of Strengths and Opportunities 

 

HHASC evaluated the current strength and areas of opportunities where Hindu 

Americans communities could leverage existing skills to help strengthen America‘s 

domestic and global development agenda.  The analysis is intending as a general starting 

point to begin a dialogue. Below are significant points for consideration. 

 
Legend: 

Green: Currently engaged with capacity to grow,  
Yellow: Have some knowledge, need development,  

Red: Need assistance to develop 
 

Hindu American Seva Charities 

Analysis of Strengths and Opportunities of Hindu American Seva Capacity 

Area of Need Strengths Opportunities Recommendations 

Poverty and 

Homelessness  
   

 Community is engaged  

 Consistent soup kitchens through interfaith 
collaboration    

 Domestic and international focus 

 Assistance and outreach is diverse  

 A disconnect with government  

 Lack of coordinated projects  
 Limited infrastructure capabilities 

 

 Increase focus in US  

 Create programs to help 
establish outreach 

Interfaith and Inter-

religious Dialogue 

Collaboration  
   

 Consistent and ongoing dialogue across all 

communities 

  Increased understanding and 
communication 

 Developing collaboration amongst religious 

institutions  

   

   

 In general, general public has a 

limited knowledge of Hindus  

  Lack civic engagement among 
Dharmic Institutions  

  Need better guidance and inclusion 

in community 

  Lack development of service  with 

a faith-based understanding 

 Create more opportunities for 

interfaith collaboration 

 Conduct more seva activities 
with interfaith collaboration 

 Conduct more dialogue to 

educate the public about 

Dharmic faiths.   

 

 Disaster Relief, 
Emergency Shelter Food 

Program  

   

 Community actively engaged in relief 
programs globally 

 Many individuals and practically all 

Dharmic/Hindu organizations provide 
assistance  

 Limited access to the government   Need education on 
government programs and 

infrastructure development  

Healthcare, Health 

Awareness, and Health 

Fairs  

 Abundant professional knowledge  

 Temples' ability to leverage the talent  

 Providing comprehensive health services  

  Mental health not tackled  

  Taboo topics left unaddressed  

   

 Breaking the silence within the 

community through dialogue 

 Increased education  

Elderly and senior 

citizens  

   

 Focus started 20 years ago and community 

is beginning to address needs  

 Temples beginning to establish senior 
centers with committed care for elderly  

 Strong and united senior citizen community  

  Limited funding  

  Lacking knowledge of 

infrastructure  
  Solely based on volunteers  

  Language barriers  

 Education in infrastructure and 

development   

Parenthood and Healthy 

Families  
   

 Focus is on theological education  

 Growing community of next generation  
   

  Immigrant parents lack 

understanding of issues facing children 
in America  

 New generation in a flux about 

religion and practice in America.   

 Need to address issues within 

the community  
 Connect with local community  

Need better data to assess and 

track needs  

Children and Youth   Focus on theological education  

 Education programs, youth camps, youth 

religious retreats 

 Counseling is unavailable and not 

readily accepted  

  Community does not understand 
youth issues and challenges related to 

American culture  

  Generational issues (Dating etc. is 
nonexistent in culture) exacerbated by 

cultural differences  

 Education on improving 

communication between parents 

and youths. 
 Increased dialogue regarding 

at-risk youths  

Capacity Building, 
Community Activities, 

Organization and 

Management  

 Community has desire and knowledge  
 Service activities are volunteer based  

 Preliminary knowledge of running 
non-profits 

 Still need to leverage talent to run 

faith-based non-profit groups.  
 Not enough experience and 

knowledge of American norms  

 Need capacity building and 
infrastructure development, 

knowledge and training  
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Hindu American Seva Charities 

Analysis of Strengths and Opportunities of Hindu American Seva Capacity 
Area of Need Strengths Opportunities Recommendations 

Discrimination, 

Religious Bias or Hate 
Crimes  

   

 Dharmic community beginning to address 

issues  
 Connected to other minority groups with 

similar issues  

 Limited ability to address litigious 

issues 
 No power to address discrimination 

 Culturally, a non-litigious society  

 Need more awareness and 

education regarding said issues 
 Need better methods on 

problem-solving 

Women‘s empowerment  
   

 Women have various levels of skills – from 
executive leadership to low skill based  

  Women have developed self help groups 

(example DV) across the country   

  Not in culture to openly address 
issues in a faith- based environment 

  Lack of infrastructure  

  Taboo issues (domestic violence)  

 Need to be more vocal in 
addressing key developmental 

issues in this community  

Economic 
Empowerment and 

Entrepreneurship  

   

 Community has knowledge. 
 Aging retiree population has potential to 

leverage to assist in SBA, Entrepreneurship 

 Individuals are professionally successful, 

but many, including women are 

underemployed 

 Minimally voice workplace issues  
 Not connected with faith-based 

institutions  

 No government funding 

 Lack of outreach from individuals 

and community at large.  

 Infrastructure development 
and training  

 Conduct data to track 

community's needs and capacity.  

 International 
Development and Aid  

   

 Individuals raise funds for many worthwhile 
projects in India  

 Diaspora heavily engaged privately 

 No funding received from the US 
government organizations 

 Do not know how the USAID 

process works 

 Develop knowledge, 
relationships and infrastructure 

with worthwhile government 

agencies  

‗Green‘ Issues, Climate 
Change and the 

Environment  
   

  Learning about good environmental 
practices through recycling and replanting for 

generations  
Respect for nature and preservation    

 Dharmic community lacks 
knowledge on organizing 

environmental programs  

 Develop programs and 
resources to enable green 

transformation of faith-based 
buildings and temples.  

Refugee Resettlement, 

Immigration and Civil 

Rights 

 New area of focus  

 Community beginning to be engaged in 

refugee resettlement, but is at early stages. 
 

 Limited government connection  

 Limited civic knowledge of access 

to government programs in temples 
  Lack of help with visa and legal 

issues for priests and temple workers 

 Community lacks organization and 
understanding 

 Education on many fronts 

 Bhutanese resettlement 

partnership with government.  

 

Many Hindu Americans have the knowledge and capacity to assist the high priority areas 

the Administration is addressing.  They are actively engaged and have the capacity to 

grow. In most areas individuals have knowledge but lack institutional infrastructure 

capacity.  With guidance and collaboration they can augment the Administration‘s efforts 

to combat social injustice and poverty in all arenas. 
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Interviews with Community Faith Based Representatives 
 

 

In an effort to understand social service issues and the infrastructure capacity of the temples to 

provide needed services, in-depth discussions were held with representatives of select large 

temples. These interviews and other discussions, along with the data collected from the 

participants and supporting organizations, provided insights, which helped in writing this report 

and formulating recommendations included in the Council reports of the Office of Faith Based 

and Neighborhood Partnerships: 

 

1. MA Center 

2. BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha 

3. Bharatiya Temple, Detroit 

4. Durga Temple, VA 

5. Ganesh Temple, NY 

6. Hindu Temple of Atlanta (Sai Health Fairs) 

7. Hindu Temple of Minnesota 

8. Lakshmi Narayana Spiritual Organization, California 

9. SAYA – South Asian Youth Association 

10. Sri Siva Vishnu Temple 

11. Other discussions with the 120+ participating ―Seva Centers‖ and organizations 

 

1. Economic empowerment and entrepreneurship  

Economic empowerment and entrepreneurship: Hindu organizations have a much shorter 

history in the US than other major religious traditions. Generally, Hindu organizations have 

raised money through donations and personal investments. The major problem is that Hindu 

executives do not know how to apply for government grants or how they need to structure 

themselves in order to qualify.
33

 

Hindu Americans are diverse with a wide array of skills and income level.  Of the total, 64.4% 

have a college degree with 12.5% with advanced degrees.  However 8.4% are not proficient in 

English and 8.2% live in poverty (compared to 9.4% of the total population).  
34

 Further view 

below the surface the community struggles with the model minority myth
35

 and masks the social 

issues prevalent within the community.  The dual income does not reflect the underemployment, 

especially of women. 
36

   

The Hindu American community has considerable talent in multitude industries.  Many are 

retiring (early wave which came in the 1960s and 1970s). An organized and mobilized 

community could be rich resource to provide services.  

The M.A. Center enhances economic empowerment on a global level through a holistic approach 

of providing education for everyone, homes and slum renovation, community outreach programs 

like financial aid for widows and victims of poverty and disability, care homes for the elderly, 

sponsored weddings for the poor, hospital visits and meals on wheels, circle of love inside – 

                                                 
33 Dhaval Brahmbhatt (LNSO, San Jose, CA) 
34 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_American 
35

 Indian and Asian American Political Identity - www.anjubhargava.com 
36 www.catalyst.org 

Legend: 

Green: Currently engaged with capacity to grow,  
Yellow: Have some knowledge, need development,  

Red: Need assistance to develop 

Every effort has been made to make 

the report a comprehensive 

representation; it does not include 

all the work and efforts being done 

by the Hindu American community 
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prisoner outreach, service-oriented youth groups and free meditation courses for soldiers, 

prisoners, and the general public. The MA Center has made significant strides in the area of 

empowering women through providing them the right support with vocational training, micro-

financing and support of their families, enhancing economic development at the grassroots level. 

However, Dharmic institutions are still discovering new ways to reach out to the community. Dr. 

Siva Subramanian of the SSVT Temple, Maryland said that people in the community are too 

embarrassed to admit that they are jobless. 

―This is an area that we are feeling out and probably have to learn a lot more from other religious 

communities,‖ said Subramanian. The AJC (American Jewish Center) has been collaborating 

with the temple leaders to assist the community during these tough economic times.  

―I‘m also in connection with the Catholic community – the Archbishop is really very helpful to 

put us in connection with the Catholic Church – we have a lot to learn from these two 

communities who have been here for a long time,‖ he said.  Since the temple is still new to 

economic empowerment, it is eager to learn how other Dharmic institutions in the U.S. are 

addressing the community‘s issues. ―This is where we need a subsidiary of temple organizations 

– a paid staff to devote the time to contact these types of companies,‖ he added. 

SSVT held a job fair (in April) for the Bhutanese refugees where they had the opportunity to meet 

with several business leaders from the community.  ―We have a lot of CEO‘S, presidents, motel 

and restaurant owners and we invited them to come – we asked them (the refugees) to fill out 

applications – we have not done that with our own community. It‘s a sensitive thing – we don‘t 

really want to publicly seek this type of help – privately we have established it,‖ Subramanian 

said.  

Infinity Foundation serves to reduce poverty and has programs such as prison outreach, feeding 

the homeless and many more. The names included here are only a representative sample. 

2. Poverty and Homelessness  

 

Poverty and Homelessness: Many Seva events took place during the summer to address hunger 

and poverty:  This is an area that the Hindu American communities are comfortable with and can 

easily do in existing infrastructure.   

 Hundreds of individuals volunteered at soup kitchens throughout the country.  

 Many organizations helped with soup kitchens and distributing blankets to the homeless. 

 Chinmaya Vrindavan: Meal baskets during the holidays in addition to meals for 

individuals and families. 

 HariVilas/ Harry Terhanian of Vedic Cultural Center of Sammamish, WA runs a free 

restaurant where people pay or do not pay according to their means.  

 Hindu Temple of Minnesota: Dr. Kumud Sane, www.hindumandirmn.org ―On July 30th 

we gave food to 300 people in the institution, Sharing and Caring Hands—it‘s in the 

downtown Minneapolis area. It‘s a volunteer group that prepares the food and we carried 

the food and served them. Served 300 people.‖ 

 The Hindu Organization of Long Island: Conducted food drives for the community and 

provided to the Interfaith Nutrition Network. 

 The M.A. Center satsangs sponsor hundreds of soup kitchens across the world each 

month. Here in the United States, the MA center operates soup kitchens in 60 locations 

across 23 states. This network serves 72,000 meals annually. Hot, fresh meals are 
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prepared and served in shelters entirely managed by volunteers. Many of these groups 

also provide showers, toiletries and clothing. Groups in Seattle and Alabama crochet and 

knit hats, scarves, blankets for homeless. In San Francisco and Milwaukee, back to 

school supplies are distributed to homeless children. 

 Dhaval Brahmbhatt‘s organization, LNSO, helps at soup kitchens, but follows strict rules 

such as their volunteers do not serve meat items. 

 ISKON provides free food.  

 Langar - Sunday lunch is free in Sikh gurudwaras.  

 In Philadelphia the temple celebrates Ganesh Chaturti for 10 days and each day a group 

comes and showcases their practice and feeds everyone.  

 Canned food collection was started by Arsh Vidya Gurukulum in response to the call to 

service and has become the largest provider to the local Food Bank, 

 Livingston‘s Interfaith Clergy Association supports the regional Community Hunger 

Outreach Warehouse (CHOW). 

 Hindu American Community Service Inc, Maryland served over 120,000 meals to 

homeless people through DC Central Kitchen with hundreds of volunteers. Helping 

Indian Americans who are poor or suddenly hit by catastrophic problems and community 

service like collecting medicines etc., to send to Haiti 

 Many different groups such as was Sewa International, Minnesota, Bronx, SSVT sponsor 

clothes collections, and the Arsha Vidya Gurukulam collects for the Bhutanese refugees. 

3. Refugee Resettlement, Immigration, Civil Rights 

Refugee Resettlement, Immigration, Civil Rights: According to a NY Times article, ―the US 

has opened its doors to about 60,000 Bhutanese refugees. The refugees are in the early stages of 

assimilation or acculturation. The younger Bhutanese that have learned to speak English are 

getting by, however their parents and the elderly are having a difficult time adjusting to the 

American culture and lifestyle. Some of the refugees, like my parents, had professional careers in 

Nepal but how are their skills being utilized or recognized in this country? Most are making their 

best effort to survive on food stamps and hard labor such as factory work. The families that are 

living in this single building in the Bronx are helping each other out with food and everyday 

welfare.‖ 

 

As the refugees struggle with the acculturation process, Dharmic institutions nationwide have 

been helping them transition into their new lives, including the Bharatiya Temple of Michigan 

whose congregants collected clothing for about 25 Bhutanese refugees. The volunteers delivered 

the clothing to the refugees since they were from various parts of Troy, MI. 

The Hindu Temple of Minnesota has done similar work, however like many temples, they 

struggle to obtain resources to provide necessary services.  ―Immediate help can be given – lots of 

refugees have been coming from Bhutan and they live 40 miles away from us in the Eastern part 

of St. Paul—they do want to come to the temple and they are 98 percent Hindu, but transporting 

them 40 miles is a difficulty—the finances are challenging. Additionally the community is 

concerned with the proselytizing attempts by some churches when they reach out to provide 

services to these vulnerable Hindus.‖ said Dr. Kumud Sane of the temple.  

Sewa International USA has taken up a nationwide project to help Bhutanese families. Currently, 

chapters in 32 cities, along with various local organizations, are working to fulfill the immediate 

and longer-term needs of these refugees with several more chapters gearing up to help.  Sewa 

International USA is providing: Financial help, Essential materials such as blankets, winter 
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jackets, clothes, toys etc, Employment assistance - Job search assistance, Sponsorship of 

vocational training, Job fairs: Mobility - Help in acquiring driver licenses, Sponsoring or donating 

used cars, Help in transitioning to a new environment while preserving their culture - Help in 

conducting cultural events, Mentoring and friendship, Rides to their preferred places of worship. 

Details at website
37

. 

Other contributing temples and organizations include:  

 SSVT noted the need for Bhutan refugee resettlement, assistance with shelter, language, 

and related funding. 

 Harish Kotecha and the Hindu Temple in Austin, Texas, provided refugees with shelter 

and network building. 

 Hindu American Community Service Inc, Maryland is helping Bhutanese Refugees in 

many ways.  

 All expressed a need for the government to help with transportation so that faith based 

groups from similar backgrounds can tend to the refugees needs in culturally sensitive 

manners. The community also cites fears about being proselytized to
38

. 

4. Healthcare, Health Awareness and Health Fairs  

Healthcare, Health Awareness and Health Fairs:  Healthcare is a strength of the Dharmic 

community.  During the summer seva, South Asian Total Health Initiative prepared health 

awareness PowerPoint presentations that were distributed to many temples.  The American 

Association of Physicians of Indian Origin and National Association of Indian Nurses 

volunteered to provide services through the temples.  Many of the health care service providers 

were of diverse, faiths and backgrounds.  

Following are examples of the services provided by Dharmic institutions in the area of 

Healthcare: 

 Coping Skills for Parents of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders – a workshop by 

NJ Samhaj 

 BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha has amassed over 50 years of firsthand experience in 

initiating, managing and sustaining over 160 humanitarian activities throughout the world 

in such diverse fields: Medical Services, Educational Services, Environmental Services, 

Community Services, Tribal Services and Disaster Relief Service. 39  

 Mental health awareness booth at Indo American Fairs – NJ Samhaj 

 Health fair with 20 doctors to conduct checkups – Allentown Hindu Temple 

 Comprehensive Health Fairs with screenings and 20 doctors on site – India Association 

of Western Washington, WA 

 Frequently scheduled health fairs organized by Dr. Uma Mysorekar in the Ganesh 

Temple in Queens 

 Comprehensive Health Clinics with 30 to 40 doctors and health care providers to support 

the President‘s Call to Serve; organized by Sudhir Prabhu and Dr. Hemant N. Shah of the 

Hindu Society of North East Florida, and the Indo-American Medical Association of 

North-East Florida organized comprehensive Health Clinics with 30-40 doctors and 

health care providers to support the President‘s Call to Serve . 

 Nurses volunteer during the seva service campaign as organized by Dr. Omana Simon, 

President of National Association of Indian Nurses of America volunteered resources of 
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 Sewa International USA – www.sewausa.org 
38 Hinduism Today Bhutanese Refugee coverage 
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  BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha – www.baps.org     
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the nurses during the service campaign.. This was an interfaith collaboration as many of 

the nurses are not Hindu.   

 Similarly, Dr. Vinod Shah of American Association of Physicians on Indian Origin 

requested the AAPI membership to volunteer throughout the country. 

For many Dharmic institutions, the health fairs are a consistent part of their program. The Durga 

Temple of Virginia holds a monthly health clinic. The monthly preventative health clinic is for 

insured and the uninsured and serves to raise awareness among the community of heart attack 

problems; blood pressure; cholesterol, said Kusum Teneja of the Durga Temple.  

―Doctors provide consultations in any area of interest for the patient; doctors are nice enough to 

talk to patients about any problems and they write prescriptions and dispense free medicines; 

sample medicines; some people can only afford the samples. We try to provide all types of 

information or services so that whoever comes and attends and feels at home,‖ Teneja said.  

Approximately 50 people have taken advantage of the clinic; recently the demographics have 

been mostly Nepalese people coming in; they aren‘t so well off as the Indians in the community, 

she said. There are also lots of Sikhs from Punjab. 

The Sai Health Fair (www.saihealthfair.org) is another organization that has grown over the 

years.  The founder, Dr. Sujatha Reddy, of the Hindu Temple of Atlanta said the Fair offers 

services and free consultations from 30 doctors and Emory students. The size of their 

participation: minimum 300 people.  

―I‘m the only one to do this type of organized health camps regularly in Atlanta,‖ Reddy said. 

She said they have been doing health fairs in shopping malls and churches in tribute to the values 

of Martin Luther King and Gandhi. Reddy established the Sai Health Fair Inc. which according to 

its website: ―Organizes two to three health fair camps each year in areas convenient to large 

groups of underprivileged people in the community. The health fairs provide free medical 

consultation and laboratory tests to all those who attend and who are in need of them.‖ Other 

services the health fair provides include: EKG; Bone Density Tests; Glaucoma Screenings; Blood 

Tests (for a nominal $15 fee).  

―In spite of generous donations of resources and time by our core supporters, given the ever-

increasing need, we currently cannot accommodate all the requests we receive,‖ Reddy said. 

Recently, the health fairs have been planned on major holidays or events that mark the 

commemoration of world leaders in order to garner the community‘s attention to health 

awareness. ―The fairs have proven to be a vehicle of social service and welfare and have provided 

an outreach of medical services, at no cost to the general public. Vulnerable sections of the 

society especially physically challenged, elderly, needy and neglected members of the society are 

targeted.‖ 

Other Dharmic institutions have been providing similar services, offering opportunities to 

collaborate with other groups. ―SEWA-AIFW gives health care every third Sunday of every 

month. It‘s not part of the temple but we work hand in hand,‖ said Dr. Kumud Sane of the Hindu 

Temple of Minnesota. Once a year there‘s a seminar for health and wellness—it‘s open to the 

public—free to the public.‖ 

For the past nine years, the Bharitya Temple of Michigan has been conducting an annual health 

fair that garners a minimum of 300 participants. The fair has been opened it up to the community 

at large. However, like many temples, they do not have the capacity to run the operation.   
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―We don‘t have a budget to even buy orange juice – we make tea because people donate money 

for the tea – and volunteers make upma (an Indian dish),‖ said Padma Kuppa of the temple.  ―I 

would love to see us get the money to run the health fair and have someone staff it.‖  

The temple volunteers are overstretched and find it difficult to do the legwork, Kuppa said. The 

Michigan Association of Physicians of Indian Origin (MAPI) help the temple run the event. The 

temple also works with the local hospital to service people at the 4 health stations offered. Kuppa 

said they would love to have general physicians provide physicals, medicines, and vision and 

dental checkups. ―None of this stuff is done right now for lack of staff and funding,‖ Kuppa said. 

―The volunteers take about 6 weeks to put the fair together. ―I wish someone would help during 

that time.‖  

In July, the Bharitya Temple also held a breast cancer awareness session in which professionals 

provided much needed information about breast cancer and the importance of screenings. In the 

end they signed up very few women for the screenings. ―We had less than 20 people – people 

don‘t want to talk about breast cancer,‖ said Kuppa adding they made a strong effort to send 

flyers out informing people of the event. She said there has to be a better dialogue about such 

health issues. 

Along with the help of the Indo American Medical Association, the Hindu Society of Florida 

were able to provide a health day this summer which included health screening, education, blood 

testing and ECG for high-risk participants and evaluation in different medical specialties. 

From April through June, the Sri Siva Vishnu Temple in Maryland brings 20 tables with 20 

specialists in their auditorium during their health fairs. ―Several of our people will bring their 

parents especially if they are visiting and that‘s when we pick up some of those who have lost 

their jobs – they will bring their children – they don‘t have insurance and lost their jobs…,‖ said 

Dr. Siva Subramanian of the SSVT temple. The health fair also includes private rooms for the 

women, cancer screening, breast examinations done by OBGYN‘s; and prostate screening. This 

year, the temple welcomed 120 Bhutanese refugees that were transported to the temple by 

shuttles. The health screening for these refugees uncovered seven people with severe diabetes 

who haven‘t been taken care of for years, said Subramanian. 

M. A. Center sponsored Wellness Fairs in San Ramon, CA and New York. They have been 

offering ongoing nutritional counseling and courses at the soup kitchen in NY. Across the country 

they have been offering Stress and Relaxation workshops and meditation courses. 

5. Elderly/Senior Citizens 

Elderly/Senior Citizens: The elderly population has been dramatically increasing in the recent 

past. However, there are few culturally sensitive services available to serve the growing needs of 

this population. 

However India Home is one of the growing number or groups, along with Dharmic faith-based 

institutions, that are providing necessary services to South Asian senior citizens.  India Home 

caters to the social, psychological, recreational and spiritual needs of the elder population in a 

culturally sensitive manner in the New York area (specifically, Queens and Nassau). To achieve 

this end, India Home‘s senior center program offers the following services: Exercise: Yoga and 

Meditation, Spirituality: Lectures, Discussions and Bhajans, Recreation: Movies, Music and 
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Games, Celebrations: Festival and Birthdays, Arts, Crafts and Discussion Groups. The 

organization provides transportation for seniors via a 14-seater minibus.  

The India Home was launched in April 2008 with three centers that offer once-a-week programs 

for senior citizens. Its ultimate goal is to have its own centre that will be open 12 hours a day with 

―diverse activities to keep the elderly physically, mentally and emotionally engaged‖  There are 

various other organizations that India Home founder Dr. Vasundhara collaborates with to help the 

senior citizen programs grow including the Doshi Family Foundation, Nori Family Foundation 

and SAHI (South Asian Health Initiatives).  

The senior center is the initial step in the larger continuum of care for seniors of Indian origin.  

The Durga Temple of Virginia is making an effort to establish a senior citizen club. ―Our seniors 

don‘t feel comfortable in the mainstream culture because of language barriers or type of 

entertainment for them,‖ said Kusum Teneja of the temple. She said funding and lack of 

volunteers has prevented the temple from moving quickly on this initiative. 

If there were a dream project she could pursue through the auspices of the Bharatiya Temple of 

Michigan, it would be to create a senior center, said Kuppa. She said there‘s a need in the 

Michigan community for such services.  

 

The Hindu Ganesh Temple in Queens, the first temple built in the United States, has also 

expanded its community outreach to the seniors.  A full-time program director is responsible for 

organizing and providing services to the community.  The temple is well integrated into the local 

community and serves the needs not only of the Hindu community but also the underprivileged. 

In addition to comprehensive regularly scheduled free health clinics, the temple provides 

educational forums on home foreclosures/preservation and stimulus package strategies for 

survival. 

Community members and congregants of the SSVT Temple in Maryland have been significant in 

helping establish a senior citizen program. Around 8 to 10 years ago, the temple formed a Seniors 

Club where anybody over 55 plus could gather and participate in various activities that they 

themselves organize. The temple would provide any financial aid the program needed. ―They 

have done a lot of service activities and conduct a lot of classes on health and they conduct 

classes for yoga for the elderly,‖ said Subramanian.  The club also brings in physicians that speak 

about elderly related topics including arthritis, hypertension, etc. 

The SSVT temple also has organized complimentary alternative medicine sessions with a 

participation of 50 to 60 people who have the opportunity to practice alternative health 

techniques: Reiki, acupressure and meditation. They teach this as part of the Complimentary 

Alternative Medicine – the seniors invite qualified people to have it taught. ―You should see some 

of our elderly – they are really healthy and they can beat endurance in a lot of young adults,‖ 

Subramanian said.  

Recently, the temple has started looking at the possibility of providing 55 plus communities for 

Hindus ―who would then feel the opportunity to have some commonalities as they move forward 

in their age with the concept of providing assisted living homes,‖ Subramanian said. In extension 

of that he said the temple has a group called Mithra Mandala (Friend, Circle) – that was started 

primarily as helping spouses that may have been abused; experienced loss of a spouse; felt 

depressed or had some family circumstances that lead to emotional or psychological issues.  

Mithra Mandala offers a marriage counseling specialist and other professionals who keep all of 

these contacts confidential and provide counsel privately.  It includes the elderly as well. ―It could 
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be a one-on-one telephone conversation or an in-person meeting. They use the temple space and 

their own working places and homes to make it happen,‖ Subramanian said.  

 

The M.A. Center has groups of volunteers who regularly visit Nursing Homes and Senior Centers 

and partner with Meals on Wheels to bring Santa gifts for elderly – Milwaukee, Partnership with 

Meals on Wheels – OH, Visits to Nursing Homes and Senior Centers – KS 

 

The Hindu Ganesh Temple in Queens, the first temple built in the United States, has expanded the 

community outreach to the seniors.  A full time program director is responsible for organizing 

and provided services to the community.  The temple is well integrated into the local community 

and serves the needs not only of the Hindu community but also the underprivileged. In addition to 

comprehensive regularly scheduled free health clinics, the temple provided educational forums on 

home foreclosures/preservation and stimulus package strategies for survival during the summer. 

6. Women‟s Empowerment  

Women’s Empowerment: Migration brings its own sense of loss, identity, and social networks. 

Asian Indian Women in America, the first women‘s organization in North America, was formed 

in the late 1970s and early 1980s to address acculturation and adaptation issues. AIWA also 

helped in the formation of Manavi, a domestic violence organization in New Jersey.  AIWA 

assisted in job training, conducted job fairs and took part in the leadership development of South 

Asian American women.  AIWA‘s research concurs with Catalyst that immigrant women, as a 

sub segment of People of Color, earn less than their counterpart
40

.    

General perception in the media of Hindu/Indian women is of subjugation. There is a growing 

need for the mainstream and for the community to understand from an in-culture perspective, and 

to see the strength of the Indian Women through the ages
41

so that there are strong role models for 

the Hindu American community to emulate. “Manu declares that where women are honored, 

there the god s(divine qualities) are pleased; where they are not honoured, all works become 

fruitless.”
42

  Roles have changed globally and adaptation in the family environment creates its 

own tensions within the family. The community needs education and acceptance of both the 

impact of migration and the changing roles within families. 

Women can get exploited when they immigrate to the U.S. as wives. Immigration and integration 

issues are not dealt with publicly.  The Bharatiya Temple of Michigan partners with University of 

Michigan‘s Shanti Project to help domestic violence victims – both men and women. 

Domestic Violence is an area where women have organized to help women.  The community, like 

all other ethnic and mainstream communities, has seen domestic violence, domestic help issues 

and gender equity issues.  There is a South Asian (Dharmic tradition, Christian, Muslim, from the 

sub-continent) domestic violence groups in most states with a South Asian population. It is not 

faith-based per se. The community needs to break the silence and deal with these issues 

compassionately in the faith-based arena where people come in large numbers.  The community 

needs to help overcome temple resistance and help facilitate connections with social service 

providers such as SAMHAJ and NAMI.  
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Chandra Majumdar 

https://arumi.backpackit.com/a/c4e1d23cd376f7376e5668642c827775


 
Hindu American Seva Charities 

46 

BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha is one of the few Hindu organizations that has programs 

specifically to develop women leaders.  Coordinated programs are held across the country, for 

example, to celebrate international Women's Day. In 2009, BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha brought 

together over 2,500 women across North America for its second annual Women‘s Conference 

entitled ―Health, Wellness and Balanced Development‖43.  Three-hour town hall-style 

conferences held across 12 cities in the United States marked a unique dialogue among women 

about their personal and community-wide health and wellness needs.  Doctors, public health 

specialists, yoga experts, nutritionists, and spiritual leaders gathered at the different symposia and 

emphasized how various aspects of wellness (Physical and Nutritional Wellness, Mind-Body 

Wellness, Social, Cultural and Moral Wellness, as well as Spiritual Wellness) all play a joint role 

in the health and well-being of women everywhere. Dignitaries, speakers, and invited guests at 

BAPS Women‘s Conference 2009 discussed ways in which women can empower themselves 

and, in turn, improve their overall quality of life as well as make positive improvements within 

their surrounding community.   

 

The M.A. Center has partnered with the SAVE anti-poverty project in the Bay Area and has 

provided hot meals, groceries, clothing, school supplies. In other parts of the country, including 

Akron, OH they have focused their efforts at mainstream battered women‘s centers and 

additionally taught yoga, meditation and computer skills. 

7. Parenthood and Healthy Families  

8. Children and Youth  

 

Both section 7 Parenthood and Healthy Families and 8 Children and youth overlap and so the 

interview comments are integrated.  

 

Cultural identity and assimilation issues, relating to raising children in the US surfaced during the 

discussions
44

.  Many Indian and Hindu Parents do not fully understand the struggle for identity as 

pointed in the essay by Minauti Dave.  Parents do not have the support systems to help them 

navigate and understand how to assist their American children.  Many are dual income working to 

support the families are compromise the time spent with the children.  Additionally, the faith 

based organizations are not set up to support the families.  Concerned citizens are beginning to 

raise awareness of the psychological impact of migration and the adaptation to America.  

 

Many temples today provide education on ethics, theology and religious practice. They neither 

directly discuss social issues nor have counselors to assist the immigrants adapt.  This is an area 

for infrastructure capacity development. 

 

In 1999, Princeton University‘s Center for Research on Child Wellbeing initiated ―The New 

Jersey Immigrant Youth Project‖
45

 in conjunction with academics, practitioners, government 

agencies and foundations to discuss the adaptation of immigrant children in New Jersey. Research 

in Edison and New Brunswick led to the following conclusions:  

 The Need for Early Intervention - Importance of school-based programs for at-risk youth.  

 Promoting children‘s self-confidence, emotional intelligence and social competence.  

                                                 
43 BAPS Women‘s Conference 2009 Health, Wellness and Balanced Development - 

http://www.swaminarayan.org/news/usa/2009/03/womenconference/index.htm 
44 Parenting the Indian American Child – Femina – www.anjubhargava.com/publication 
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 White House Initiative (page 16) – www.anjubhargava.com/publication 

Every effort has been made to make the report a 

comprehensive representation; it does not include all the work 

and efforts being done by the Hindu American community 
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In Livingston, NJ The Indian School, a community run organization, teaches Hindi for an hour 

weekly basis. ―This provides an opportunity for the children to come and feel comfortable in their 

brown skins,‖ Bhargava said.  ―Often Indian children are siloed based on their ethnic and 

religious background; where Hindus go to the Temple and the Christians to the Indian churches, 

Sikhs to the Gurudwaras. We not only teach the language but try to provide an inclusive, 

multicultural experience for the children.  We celebrate Hindu, Christian, Muslim, Sikh and other 

holidays based on the Indian national holiday program.  We hold the classes in an elementary 

school in Livingston. We have received tremendous support from our Board of Education as they 

see it an extension of the diversity and inclusion initiatives the community has undertaken.  The 

Township of Livingston has a Diversity Committee which organizes MLK holiday and 

Multicultural events so that different ethnic groups have a way of expressing their ethnicity and 

feel accepted‖. 

―There are many youths who do not have a voice of their own,‖ said Padma Kuppa of the 

Bharatiya Temple.  ―Their needs are not being met from the community. Their parents are 

controlling their activities in the temple instead of the youths taking hold and establishing their 

own teen-oriented programs and events.‖ There is a disconnect and she said it‘s a matter of better 

communication between the parents and their children. 

Interview with Sayu Bhojwani: Former Executive Director of SAYA: South Asian Youth Action: 

Since she founded and developed SAYA (South Asian Youth Action), a youth development 

agency in New York City, Sayu Bhojwani is well versed on the issues effecting South Asian 

youths in the U.S. When defining ―at risk‖ behavior among youths, there are many distinctions to 

be wary of before the general public create a stigma, she said.  

“Certainly the young people we were working with at SAYA – there‟s a wide range of at 

risk behavior – everything from dropping out of high school, unprotected sex, drugs – 

clearly the Hindu faith-based institutions are unable to deal with such at risk behaviors – 

they are certainly present. There are a lot of kids Hindu kids who are sexually active, 

who are experimenting with alcohol and substance abuse – while the numbers may not 

be high – it‟s not behavior that is absent. Just about everything that American teenagers 

are going through, they are going through.”  

South Asian youths are experiencing the same things as your average American 

teenager, she said. “To some extent they are just young people and its „cool‟ – I guess 

part of the process of being American or Americanized or “fitting in” might include 

certain types of behavior – obviously it‟s not necessary to do things to fit in.”   

Outside of this general desire for acceptance, South Asian youths face a certain amount 

of “cultural pressure,” she said. “Sure it runs the gamut – depending on what 

community and socioeconomic status the children are in. There is extreme pressure to 

performing well academically to being the first person to graduate from high school in 

their family. I‟m not up to date – on the stats – it‟s very hard to get data. First, it‟s hard 

as it is, to get data on South Asian kids much less Hindu kids in the New York City Board 

of Education. At best, if they‟re going to create some kind of label it is Asian,” Bhojwani 

said.   

“If we were generalizing, there‟s acculturation that puts young people at risk and within 

it, it will be everything from feeling ashamed about their home culture and home 

behaviors or feeling like they can‟t fit in or they can‟t fit in with their friends because 

they‟re vegetarian or can‟t drink.” 
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During this process of acculturation, many South Asian youths deal with the financial 

pressures within their family and express “at risk” behavior as a result of their 

circumstances. “Many young people may feel pressure to work when it‟s a family 

business or supplementing their parents and family income,” Bhojwani said. “There are 

a whole set of issues around family structure – if there are young people whose parents 

have been here for a long time and then the kids come and join them, there‟s a whole set 

of issues, especially if you‟re a boy adjusting to a male older figure in the house telling 

you what to do when you‟re not used to that. Domestic violence is a pretty significant 

issue towards women and children and there are at risk behaviors that may result,” she 

said.   

In addition to domestic violence, the father of the household may engage in alcohol and 

substance abuse, which negatively affects their children as well. “There are also things 

that happen that come not with just having to work, but being on the margins of society – 

parents whose incomes don‟t provide for health insurance,” Bhojwani said. “The big one 

is immigration status – young people may be citizens, (but) their parents may not be 

documented. That acculturation and economics, family issues and family structure, 

domestic abuse and immigration status have some impact on how young people 

function,” she said.  

When discussing what the Dharmic institutions can do to reach out to youths, Bhojwani 

said adults representing these faith-based groups and temples need to close the 

generational and cultural gap between adults and youths.  “I think from my perspective, 

the organizations – the people who are running these organizations, have not themselves 

adjusted to the reality of living in the U.S. if part of their role or part of their message is 

to preserve some Hindu identity and way of life – that‟s just not going to connect with the 

young people – the young people are adapting – it‟s not a question of whether they want 

to or not – they do it because they have to,” Bhojwani said.  

One of the primary ways to significantly impact the lives of youths is consistency and 

continuity, Bhojwani said, adding, it‟s the reason why she started SAYA. “There‟s a 

process of trust building and continuity that you have to engage in if you‟re going to 

work with young people. The temple – people usually go once a week unless they are 

older women or employed (who go) on special occasions – that does not provide the 

continuity of content that young people need. The point about starting SAYA, there were 

millions of youth camps both religious and nonreligious – none of them were ongoing – 

it (continuity),” she said.   

In a landscape analysis, Bhojwani found numerous religious and secular youth camps 

that had no continuity. “Continuity allows the time that is needed for young people to 

build trust – to feel that they can come to you with their issues. In my opinion – most 

youth development shows that young people need a caring adult on an ongoing basis,” 

Bhojwani said.  

“The staffing of these type of programs must be with people that young people can 

connect with – if the organization‟s purpose is to provide counseling – they (the youths) 

are going to see right through that – they are a little confused, but they‟re not stupid. 

Informal programming where young people can come and hang out – both of those 

things SAYA provides –eventually that leads to SAT prep. The temples or the faith-based 

organizations – I‟m not sure what they can do; what these places of worship can 

provide,” Bhojwani said.  
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It is important for the Dharmic institutions to have a clear-cut goal as to its purpose of 

addressing and working with youths, Bhojwani said. “The underlying challenge – is 

what the purpose of all this is – if it‟s to connect the youth with the Hindu faith or a 

place for them to hang out,” she said.  

“If the agenda is to connect the youth with the Hindu faith – it‟s important to make them 

feel like they can relate to the Hindu faith. Even that has to be an ongoing process,” 

Bhojwani said. “The other thing is that the organization can establish a youth council 

– maybe they can take the lead.” 

The following are a few sample of  events involving Hindu youths in America:  

 While the Hindu American community faces many challenges with regards to parenting, 

families, children and youth, the BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha, with its network of 64 

temples around the country, is making strides in effectively addressing the issues of 

immigrant parenting and youth identity as described above. Youth and children‘s 

activities are largely lead by members of the youth and children‘s groups themselves. A 

team of core volunteers around the nation develops and manage the youth and children‘s 

activities around the country. There are weekly activities such as Children‘s weekly 

assemblies, Celebration of Hindu festivals, Language classes, Indian instrumental music 

classes, Folk Dances and Musical performances, Assemblies for Campus students, in 

which youth and children participate every week. Summer programs include 

Conventions, Educational retreats and summer camps. Sports activities, leadership 

seminars, career fairs, tutoring, counseling, SAT prep classes, Language classes, Indian 

instrumental music classes, Art Classes, Cooking classes, and many other programs 

benefit the immigrant and Hindu youth and children. Cultural exchange programs over 

the summer also provide youth opportunities to expand their horizons. Special parenting 

seminars are held on a regular basis over the last decade which includes discussions and 

workshops on issues of immigrant parenting, youth identity, and the role of parents in 

character development. http://www.baps.org/news/usa/index.htm 

 Youth Camps – Arya Spiritual Center 

 Walk/Run for children education in India – Badarikashrama Center 

 Bal Vihar program – Chinmaya Vrindavan 

 AYUDH programs and annual children‘s retreats – M.A. Center 

Both Drs. Sane of the Hindu Temple of Minnesota have been working with the St. Paul Council 

of Churches in Minneapolis to increase youth participation. The temple hopes to work with the 

church and hold youth events at the temple. The program is tentatively called Inspired to Serve 

and meant to spur youths of various faiths to get involved in community service. 

The SSVT temple in Maryland is a proponent of volunteerism and in that vein established the 

Children‘s Fund in 1997 in an effort to develop youth and education programs in order to meet 

the needs of a fast-growing Hindu population in Washington. 

The M.A Center runs Amrita Balakendra, a Sunday school that teaches values and culture. Their 

youth organization – Ayudh, is a strong network of youth between 15 and 30 years of age and is 

involved in several projects including community service in the form of writing letters to 

prisoners, tree planting and cleans up of parks and highways and other humanitarian activities.  

A need exists to bridge the gap between programs that target ―healthy‖ youth and ―at risk‖ youth. 

Another need is to bridging cultural identity dissonance in mental health issues 

http://www.baps.org/news/usa/index.htm
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9. Interfaith and Interreligious Dialogue Collaboration  

 

Interfaith and Interreligious Dialogue Collaboration: The Hindu American community has 

been engaged in Interfaith dialogues since they arrived to the United States. Each person and 

every family becomes an Ambassador of Hinduism
46

.  The dialogues are aimed at bringing an 

awareness of the traditions and reducing some of the stereotypes at the local, state and national 

levels as well as in academic circles
47

.  However, considerable work remains to be done to 

reduce/dispel the myth which will allow youth to grow in a manner in which their Hindu faith is 

accepted. 

In Livingston, NJ the Interfaith Clergy Association was formed in the late 1960s to start a 

dialogue between the Christians and the Jewish people who settled there. In the mid-1990s a 

Hindu American was included to increase understanding of Eastern traditions as the community 

evolved even though there is no Hindu Temple in the municipality.  Discourses have moved from 

individual homes to the local Baptist Church in Livingston where space is rented.  The Hindu 

American Seva in Livingston in collaboration with Taranga have developed power point 

presentation on ―Multifaceted Vedic Hinduism‖ to increase understanding in an inter and 

intrafaith environments. Additional education material on ―Satyanarayan Puja‖ is also developed.  

Hindu American Seva also plays an active role in community governance with the Clergy 

Association.  

We see many temples and individuals conduct interfaith dialogues all over the country. Our 

traditions are different and priests are trained only for work. Swamis provide the philosophical 

teachings. Primarily lay people (and some swamis) engage in dialogues. It started with trying to 

explain who we are to neighbors and friends. Today, people are actively engaged, however, the 

lack of capacity prevents programs from growing with the help of full-time paid staff.  

The history of interfaith dialogue, and events at the SSVT temple in Maryland, date back to the 

1980s.  The temple has been involved with the Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington 

DC (IFC) in a more ―episodic‖ fashion, said Dr. Siva Subramanian. ―When they would call us, 

we would respond – activity or participation in annual musical performance to something more 

specific in terms of topics or dialogue,‖ he said. 

In 1991 the Executive Director of the IFC asked if the SSVT temple would officially be a 

member of IFC as Hindus. There were 10 temple organizations in the DC area – instead of just us 

joining IFC, SSVT thought it would better to get together and join together as one organization to 

represent all Hindus in the area.  

―I got together all the temple presidents at the time and they were able to get together—they were 

all willing. I was able to convince them that as a minority living in this country, (it would be 

ideal) to be able to interact with other religious communities in terms of exchange of information, 

understanding perspective and develop respect and solve problems that come up in the 

community,‖ Subramanian said.  

As Subramanian coordinated with the temple presidents to submit information to the IFC to 

become a member, the Hindu temples also thought it would be good to have Jains also take part 

of the Dharmic traditions. The organization was established as the United Hindu-Jain Temple of 
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Metropolitan Washington DC (shortened to United Hindu Jain Temples (UHJT). ―And I have 

been representing the Hindu faith on behalf of UHJT along with the IFC people,‖ said 

Subramanian.  

UHJT is an organization of a loosely combined federated structure – each temple has their own 

independent thing to do but coming together we have certain issues that are involved in the Vedic 

organization. UHJT now has a list of speakers on Hinduism and has also developed a set of power 

point slides presentation about Hinduism. 

―The first test was Post 9/11 – especially when some of the Sikh people were targeted – and the 

Hindu temples were able to come out with a statement and approach the politicians about how 

this targeting was taking place. It helped in getting all the initial security areas together – it 

included the Muslims. Since 9/11 there has been a tremendous interest from the majority 

Christian churches as well as Jewish and Muslim communities – we have given a lot of talks and 

dialogues. If you put everybody who participated in the discussion, we had 50 to 60 talks during 

that year,‖ Subramanian said.  

The UHJT has a speaker‘s bureau where they developed speaking points about Hinduism so that 

when it is invited to the churches and synagogues in the area, it would have a certain amount of 

consistency. The UHJT talked about common themes of Hinduism. 

The third part that came out of developing such activities is that the UHJT worked with IFC to 

help the latter publish a book entitled ―Teaching about Religions” – written by the practitioners 

of those religions – 11 religions. IFC developed a series of questions in which every religion 

answered those questions. It is now a supplemental teaching text for the Fairfax Montgomery 

School district. ―We found students were being misled and taught the wrong information about 

Hinduism. Fairfax was the first to accept the materials. And now its part of a booklet – used by 

the teachers,‖ Subramanian said. UHJT put a small committee of people together to help write the 

Hinduism part of the book. The book is now available on: www.ifcmw.org.  

―We are now getting into simply participating with others. We thought it would be important to 

invite the interfaith people to the various temples and at the SSVT temple; we invited the IFC a 

couple of times for dialogues. This being the 25th year of SSVT temple, Anju asked us to hold an 

interfaith dialogue at the temple on Sept. 5, 2009. The White House was encouraging interfaith 

collaboration/service across the country that week.  We had an interfaith dialogue on the topic of 

feasting and fasting. It was superb,‖ Subramanian said.  

On February 28, 2010, the temple invited a local Rabbi and several Jewish youths to have a 

discussion at the temple involving a Hindu-Jewish dialogue. ―We‘ve had this before – this is a 

continuation of that,‖ he said.  

Many examples of interfaith collaboration abound including groups such as Arya Samaj and 

education volunteers of temples that conduct interfaith dialogues. Temples now routinely bring in 

visitors to help them understand Dharmic traditions. 

The American Jewish Committee‘s chapter in Atlanta had an inter-faith dialogue at BAPS Shri 

Swaminarayan Mandir, Atlanta.  
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On behalf of the organization Padma Kuppa had created, the Troy Interfaith Group; she was part 

of an International Day of Peace in which people from various faiths had a dialogue about what 

the word peace means to them; there was a skit to represent a parable. 

Recently, Kuppa helped organize an event called the Interfaith Family Forum. ―I have a very 

good friend who is a mentor at the temple whose both sons are married to non Indians – I invited 

him and his wife – the forum was just not for the couple, but for the family. A Jewish man – he is 

the third panelist – he married a non-Jew – how does the Jewish community treat people who 

marry non-Jews, what support systems are out there in the family and the community are among 

the questions they explored in the dialogue. 

In addition, Kuppa helped organize a volunteer breakfast for those involved in a Habitat for 

Humanity event. She said the temple got together 20 to 30 volunteers to make and provide 

breakfast to about 120 volunteers from the Habitat for Humanity as they were building a house 

that day. The Temple volunteers gave their time in the name of an interfaith activity. However, 

Kuppa was disappointed when the building was complete, how a member of Habitat said it would 

put a Bible in the house for the family to use. Moments before, a pastor started the volunteering 

day off by saying a prayer, thanking Lord Jesus. Kuppa was not pleased to see the effort lean in 

only one direction. There was no emphasis or mention of an ―interfaith‖ partnership on that day.  

10. Civic Engagement  

Civic Engagement: In Livingston, NJ a small group started civic engagement in the early 1980s.  

Anju Bhargava indicated the primary focus was on integrating children and helping them 

mainstream so as to reduce ghettoization, albeit in the suburbs.  ―In 1984, we, as Asian Indians, 

started with the children marching in Livingston‘s Memorial Day Parade
48

 and took part in Fourth 

of July activities. In 1999, with other Livingston residents, we co-created a holiday to celebrate 

Martin Luther King holiday and formed the Diversity Committee.  We became part of the 

Livingston Clergy Association and various civic organizations.  However, over the decades only 

a handful of people became actively engaged.  It was quite difficult to bring them into the 

mainstream civic activities.  In 2008, after the Mumbai terrorism attacks, the community – Indian 

and the mainstream – came together for an impromptu prayer.‖   

When most of the religious and spiritual worship, education to youths was in homes, now we are 

doing it in a public space.  ―Recently, we have begun to rent space at the local Baptist Church to 

provide spiritual discourse,‖ said Bhargava. In 2008 we started The Indian School to teach 

languages (Hindi, Gujarati) and have found it as a way to assist the new immigrants and their 

children in the adaptation process.
49

  

Temples do not usually engage in civic participation. They are usually places of worship. Hindu 

Americans need to adapt as the U.S. faith-based institutions play an integral role in community 

governance. 

―If I had my dream, I would like to see the temple create a public service department in which we 

can create the programming – and not put so much energy into fund-raising – the funds will come 

if you show the value of coming to the temple,‖ said Kuppa of the Bharatiya Temple of 

Michigan.  ―At the end of the day, people want to feel good about themselves and if 1-2 people 
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could create more Seva projects, and be more proactive in representing the community, (the 

funding will come).‖ 

After speaking with Dr. Siva Subramanian from the SSVT Temple in Maryland, he said it takes a 

lot of initiative and education to get Indian community members involved in civic engagement. 

Just like other boards and organizations are established, Dr. Subramanian had to create such a 

structure to promote the civic dialogue, brainstorm ideas, etc. He was successful in all forms of 

civic engagement involving interfaith dialogue including holding meetings; communicating and 

establishing future goals; using connections to hold events, etc. Civic engagement in our 

community is about education and awareness. ―We need to expand individual efforts into group 

efforts. Seva is the place where it connects,‖ he said.  

11. Discrimination, Religious Bias or Hate Crimes  

Discrimination, Religious Bias or Hate Crimes: During the summer of seva (service), as we 

collected data from around the country, we found numerous temples had been vandalized. Many 

temples are afraid to speak up. Post 9/11 many families have been targeted. Some temples are 

afraid to put a sign outside to say it is a Hindu Temple. ―The Hindus are ghettoizing themselves. 

Additionally, they do not know how to speak up in an American context. They have tried to not 

publicize it, just through increased security,‖ Bhargava said. The first generation Hindu/Jain 

people in the community don't speak up often and are adjusting to being minorities and people of 

color. ―Some years ago in Jersey City we had "dot-busters" and a number of people were killed. 

They focused on the dot that Hindu women wear,‖ Bhargava said.  

Khyati Joshi, a professor at Fairleigh Dickenson University indicates that, "religion is racialized" 

showing why there is a need, in addition to Muslim and Sikh communities, to pay attention to 

Hindu and Jain communities in the US. In this process of racialization, the religious identity to 

the perpetrator comes secondary……..because religion is linked with physical appearance.  She 

was invited to Vienna to speak to member nations of the OSCE (Organization for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe).  

The Minnesota Temple had vandalism and they made it an opportunity for forgiveness. The boys 

were asked to do community service and they turned around.  The SSVT Temple was also 

vandalized. Every temple has had difficulty in getting permits. The Swaminarayan Temple in 

Hackettstown, NJ has been waiting for 20 years to build on their premises. Indian and Hindu 

people are routinely profiled in their communities. It is difficult getting visas for the priests. 

Hinduism Today indicated the difficulty of getting temple workers to do the construction. 

In the same respect, people of various faiths are more than prepared to coexist in peace. When the 

terrorist attack happened on the Taj Hotel in India, ―We arranged a service and invited people 

from the Jewish Community and Muslim mosques and all faiths—all those folks came together—

that was last November for a couple of hours,‖ said Kusum Teneja of the Durga Temple of 

Virginia. ―Everyone spoke about their mission; their thoughts about the events; what we should 

do. Lots of Jewish folks were killed too. We had services; we had speeches.‖ 

The message of peace, especially through mediation has reached all areas of the community 

including prisons in the U.S. Vipassana, a secular organization that teaches meditation through 3 

to 10-day retreats has been conducted in prisons in Alabama and Washington State. However, 

there is no well-developed institution, which provides assistance to prisoners.  There is a large 
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group of trained mental health workers who could be engaged through their faith-based 

organizations. 

12. Disaster Relief, Emergency Shelter Food Program  

Disaster Relief, Emergency Shelter Food Program: Many Hindu Americans routinely assist in 

disaster relief through medical and humanitarian care. Many examples of such services abound.  

This is an area of strength to be leveraged in service of humanity globally. 

Minnesota Temple was involved in providing relief to families post Katrina. Sathya Sai 

organizations sent volunteers to helped with disaster relief after Katrina 

―When Katrina came in New Orleans, we (provided) both cash and materials, supplies,‖ 

Subramanian said. ―When the Tsunami happened, we organized funds and supplies. I actually 

went in 2005 to help in the Tsunami relief effort and parts of the places where it hit. We did food 

distributions and made boats for the fishermen and built community halls; we didn‘t do it directly 

but through NGO‘s. The other disaster relief effort was during 9/11 – again, supplies, cash, etc.‖ 

 BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha has actively participated in relief work. Since 1970, BAPS 

Swaminarayan Sanstha has often been the first to serve those affected by natural disasters. 

Whether a flood, drought, famine, cyclone, earthquake, or plague - BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha 

provides all-round help: from immediate relief distribution to permanent re-habilitation, and from 

emergency medical aid to long-term socio-economic assistance. In addition, BAPS 

Swaminarayan Sanstha has worked with local and state governments, as well as national and 

international agencies to provide better, more complete services. 

Satya Sai organization with thousands of volunteers across the country was actively engaged in 

Katrina.  They provided food, assisted the homeless and conducted myriad humanitarian projects.  

Disaster relief is one of M.A. Center‘s core activities. It has been one of the first respondents in 

many situations in Asia. In September 2005, the MA Math donated $1,000,000 to the Bush-

Clinton Hurricane Katrina fund. Food, clothing, housing and other essential items were also 

provided by M.A. Center volunteers from around the country. Closer to affected areas, MA 

Center volunteers donated time and expertise, collaborating with other relief organizations to 

provide support and relief. Large group from Texas went to clean up. 

Sewa International has played an active role in disaster recovery and rehabilitation - Hurricane 

Ike, Hurricane Katrina. 

13. International Development and Aid  

International Development and Aid: ―SSVT has been involved in many different types of 

disaster relief – the first organized one was during the Gujarat Earthquake – there were 

tremendous problems and so we organized the collection of clothes and utensils and whatever 

useful materials. We worked with the Embassy in India and sent several crates to India,‖ 

Subramanian said.  

The MA Math feeds more than two million people annually throughout India; also distributing 

uncooked rice, milk and other staples to deeply impoverished communities. In the first six months 

after the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, the MA Math provided more than six million free meals to 
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disaster victims, as well as more than 185 tons of uncooked rice to help the victims make ends 

meet. Most well known for the $46 million tsunami-relief project where entire villages were 

rebuilt, MA Math volunteers have been at ground zero in several of the decade's most devastating 

natural disasters, from the 2001 Gujarat Earthquake to the 2008 Bihar Flood which displaced 

millions. For specific details visit: http://www.embracingtheworld.org/what-we-do/disaster-

relief/tsunami/ 

BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha did significant international aid work after the Cyclone in West 

Bengal, Bihar Floods,  Mumbai Floods and Gujarat Earthquake, South Asian Tsunami in addition 

to Hurricane Katrina and Ike. 

The Bharatiya Temple of Michigan had 25 to 30 people donate clothing and they sent them to 

India to the flood victims last fall. 

Sewa International is actively engaged in Haiti Crisis with Chai-Haiti. Considerable funds have 

been collected and donated. 

Chinmaya Mission‘s Organization for Rural Development (CORD)  aims to build organizational 

and operational capacity of village groups to run their own activities in an integrated, 

participatory and sustainable manner while augmenting their income and enabling natural 

resource management by the villagers. CORD programs and activities have been inspired and 

formulated based on dynamic and vibrant interactions with thousands of villagers. CORD's 

strength and success has been due to its coalition with villagers, where there is cooperative effort 

to organize, build, and find relevant solutions to personal, familial, and communal concerns.
50

 

14. “Green” Issues, Climate change and Environment  

“Green” Issues, Climate change and Environment Environmental awareness and programs is 

still a new concept in Dharmic communities, however, as they are more and more educated about 

climate change and ―green‖ issues, they are adapting accordingly.   

―Recently during this summer we planted lots of trees and flowers—one of the young men, part 

of the Boy Scouts, brought his friends together to earn an Eagle Badge. We helped him with the 

donations to get the trees—25 trees,‖ said Dr. Sane of the Hindu Temple of Minnesota. The 

scouts planted the trees in their community. The temple had hoped to make it ―green‖ by 

installing solar panels, but they lack the funds to move forward on the project. 

Greenfriends, a part of M.A. Center‘s efforts to support the environment, has planted more than a 

million trees across the world. They are also involved in awareness building and recycling efforts. 

All new US buildings are built ―green,‖ and retrofitting efforts also underway. Events are run 

―green‖ with significant recycling and composting. The following are only a brief summary of the 

programs they have initiated:  

 A member organization of the United Nations Billion Tree Campaign, the MA Math has 

organized the planting of more than 1 million trees globally since 2001.  

 1,000 fruit trees being planted for erosion control at the San Ramon ashram 

 Extensive tree planting in Michigan Boston, Kansas, other cities 

 Gardening and sustainable agriculture workshops – Santa Fe 

 Seminars on water issues and beekeeping – San Ramon 
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 Use of Effective Microorganism technology encouraged 

 M.A. Center signed the Earth Charter, organized by Steven Rockefeller, 2009. Charter 

principles now part of school curricula. 

 Organic vegetable and flower garden at San Ramon  

15. Capacity Building, Community Activities, Organization and Management  

Capacity Building, Community Activities, Organization and Management Throughout the 

process of gathering information for this report, it was evident across the board that Dharmic 

institutions were all struggling to financially provide for the evolution of its programs, initiative 

and goals.  Interview after interview revealed a non-existent or a two-member full-time paid staff 

at the temples. In addition, operating costs were increasing every year, preventing the Dharmic 

groups and temples from growing in other directions.  The institutions were wholly dependent on 

private donations from the wealthiest members of their community.  None of the temples and few 

groups interviewed in this report received public funding and neither did the group board 

members seek such funding.   

―There‘s no way we can survive. That doesn‘t count the debt load we carry. The temple has not 

sought government funding/grants nor does it know how to,‖ Dr. Sane, Hindu Temple Minnesota.  

The Hindu Temple of Atlanta receives funding from trustees who have pledged funds on a five-

year basis.  They also haven‘t pursued government funding much less grants, said Sujatha Reddy 

of the Hindu Temple of Atlanta.  

The Durga Temple of Virginia has received nominal funding from the United Way however, it in 

no way covers the temple‘s operating costs, said Kusum Teneja of the temple. They also wholly 

depend on private funding as the two temples above. The temple has not sought government 

funding or grants.  

 ―From the very beginning when the concept of the temple was first formed – it was never based 

on money. The board of directors weren‘t selected for their monetary donations,‖ said 

Subramanian of the SSVT temple. ―Deliberately we said we are going to pursue those who have 

expertise, knowledge in certain areas who want to help out – from the beginning we had doctors, 

teachers, IT people, people from different sectors. When the new board of trustees was recruited 

they were all collected on the basis of service and seva as volunteers. From the very beginning, 

from 1976-84, it was all done by volunteers – we have maintained the volunteers – we asked 

everyone to give certain hours in a month. We had subcommittees in the temple who were filled 

with volunteers who were given autonomy and responsibility and a budget to carry on their 

committee. This way there was a tremendous involvement of volunteers. There‘s no incentive – 

it‘s all self- fulfillment. That‘s the only thing that works. For example, our kitchen has operated 

on volunteer basis for many years – even now, the cooks are volunteers who are part of the 

kitchen committee. That‘s the feeling of something they are doing here.‖ 

Subramanian‘s above story is the story of many Dharmic institutions in the U.S.  However, 

service oriented aspects started in the last 10 years and are just getting established. The temples 

need to increase awareness in the community that they need to go beyond the worship role. All 

temples have not addressed the need for paid staff. Within the culture, seva is seen as without pay 

– only voluntary.  Many Hindu Americans and their faith-based institutions do not know how to 

run sustainable social service centers because they are unaware of the available resources and 

how it could help them evolve.  
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Most of the temples do not have paid staff that help with outreach; community building; 

organizing and planning events including health fairs. Volunteers carry out all of the work 

done during temple events and programs. Without volunteers, the Dharmic institutions in 

the U.S. would not survive.  

16. International and Higher level dialogues  

 

International and Higher level dialogues Hindu Americans have begun interfaith and strategic 

dialogues to address their issues. A few examples are: 

 Inclusion in the Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships provided the first public 

Hindu American voice in the U.S. government.  

 Hindu Collective Initiative held dialogue with the East West Institute, a global think-and-

do tank that brings together political and faith leaders from around the world to forge 

collective action for a safer and better world. 

 The World Council of Religious Leaders aims to serve as a model and guide for the 

creation of a community of world religions. It seeks to inspire women and men of all 

faiths in the pursuit of peace and mutual understanding. It will undertake initiatives that 

will assist the United Nations and its agencies by providing the spiritual resources of the 

world's religious traditions in the prevention, resolution and healing of conflicts, and in 

addressing global social and environmental problems. By promoting the universal human 

values shared by all religious traditions and by uniting the human community for times of 

world prayer and meditation, the Council seeks to aid in the development of the inner 

qualities and external conditions needed for the creation of a more peaceful, just and 

sustainable world society.   

 The Hindu American Foundation interacts with and educates leaders in public policy, 

academia, media and the public at large about Hinduism and global issues concerning 

Hindus, such as religious liberty, the portrayal of Hinduism, hate speech, hate crimes and 

human rights. By promoting the Hindu and American ideals of understanding, tolerance 

and pluralism, HAF stands firmly against hate, discrimination, defamation and terror.  

 Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi, (Amma) has been regularly invited by international 

organizations to address the issues of religious differences, environmental issues and for 

establishing peace. Amma, a Hindu, was President of the Parliament of World Religions 

in 1993; gave the keynote address at the 2002 Global Peace Initiative of Women and 

Religious Leaders at UN headquarters in Geneva, (and was awarded the Gandhi-King 

Award for Non-violence). In 2006 Amma was presented with the James Parks Morton 

Interfaith Award for her outstanding role as a spiritual leader and humanitarian, citing her 

organization's massive relief work in the wake of the 2004 Asian tsunami. 

 Hindu American Seva Charities is working with Department of Justice and Department 

of Homeland Securities to include the Hindu identity with its distinct issues (rather than 

being subsumed by the South Asian identity).  

 

Many examples abound. Above are just a few to provide the reader an insight. 

 

 

 

Every effort has been made to make the report a comprehensive representation; it does not include all the work 

and efforts being done by the Hindu American community. This is only a sample.  Omissions are unintentional. 
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AAPI - Princeton Study extract 
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Examples of Media Coverage supporting seva activities  
 

HASC worked extensively to reach out to the Hindu American community to mobilize 

them to conduct seva projects, inform them of the Council’s work and its impact, and 

provide knowledge of Hindu people, culture and concerns both domestically in the U.S. 

and in India.  http://www.hinduamericanseva.org/media-coverage 
 

Hindu Americans form alliance to support Obama's initiative, By Ela Dutt 
 

   I n a bid to project their 

strength as activists nationwide, 

some Hindu Americans have 
come together to respond to 

President Obama's "United We 

Serve" initiative through seva 
projects, focusing the first drive 

on health care 

   Recently, under the aegis of 
the President's Council on Faith 

Based and Neighborhood 

Partnership, several temples and 
organizations got together to 

establish the nonprofit Hindu 
American Seva Charities 

(HASC) 

(www.hinduamericanseva.org) 
under the direction of Anju 

Bhargava, a member of the 

council 

   "We do not have, in this coun- 

try, an umbrella organization in 

which we talk of our seva 
component," Bhargava said. 

"Now we are Hindu Americans, 

and the way to play the game in 
this country, and how faith-

based organizations function 

here, to get help, access grants 
etc., is to develop that 

infrastructure," Bhargava told 

News India Times 

   The ultimate goal of HASC is 
to reach 1,001 seva projects by 

Sept. 11 this year, according to a 

press release from the 
organization, which also urges 

Hindu temples across the 

country to plan their seva events 
between June 22 and Sept. 11 

   It has set Aug. 1 as the day for 

temples nationwide to hold a 
focused seva event on health 

issues for which organizations 
such as the National Association 

of Indian Nurses of America 

(NAINA), South Asian Total 
Health Initiative (SATHI) and 

American Association of 

Physicians of Indian Origin 

(AAPI) have offered help 

   "If we can do a coordinated 

seva event on health to the 
extent possible in the first 

weekend of August, to promote 

what Hindu Americans are 
doing and the talent we have, if 

you do it in one day in a large 

number, one can present it and it 
has a bigger impact," Bhargava 

said 

   Information about seva events 

of Aug. 1 will be tallied and 
analyzed, Bhargava said, to 

study the capacity and strength 

of the temples so resources can 
be procured from the 

government  

 "The theology and worship is 
separate from the seva part," she 

emphasized 

  To date, more than 60 Seva 
Centers have confirmed health 

seva projects for the Aug. 1 
weekend according to HASF 

Some of these events include a 

Health Fair with medical 
screening, testing et al at Sri 

Siva Vishnu Temple in 

Maryland, the Hindu Society of 

Northeast Florida, Vedic 

Cultural Center of Washington 

and BAPS Swaminarayan 
Sanstha (BAPS Charities) 

   Health awareness programs 

are scheduled at Bharatiya 
Temple in Detroit, Mich.; the 

Hindu Temple of St. Louis, 

Mo.; Hindu Temple of Central 
Indiana; Hindu Temple of 

Minneapolis; Laxmi Narayan 

Spiritual Organization in 

California; and Ganesh Temple 
in New York City. Many, such 

as the Sai Center in Atlanta, 

have already held a health fair in 
June, and others will schedule it 

on later dates in August and 

September 
Other projects include assist- 

ing Bhutanese refugees (Sewa 

International) and educational 
forums on home foreclosures/  

preservation and stimulus 
package strategies for survival 

(at the New York Temple), 

HASC announced 
  "I would request all temples 

and faith-based groups to go to 

our site - hinduamericanseva.org 

and fill out the form to tell us 

what their activity is that is 

planned and what happened and 
how many people attended the 

event, and also take part in our 

blog and tell us about what it 
felt like to do the seva. I 

encourage youth to participate," 

Bhargava said 

=============================================================== 
 White House official commends Hindu groups for 'seva' initiatives 
The president and this administration have been serious about engaging the dharmic community over the course 

of the first year in office, By a Staff Writer 
 

    Joshua DuBois, executive 

director of the White House 

Office of Faith-Based and 

Neighborhood Partnerships, held 
a teleconference discussion with 

50 Hindu leaders Jan. 14. 

The interaction was organized 
by the Hindu American Seva 

Charities (HASC), a group 

founded by Anju Bhargava, the 
only Hindu member of 

President's Advisory Council on 

Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships.Issues discussed 

included capacity building, 

proactive community 
involvement and interfaith 

collaboration. 

    DuBois recognized the work 

done by Hindu groups over the 

past summer. 

   "There was just tremendous 

work done by over 118 seva 

centers and temples and ashrams 

and other organizations all 
across the country, completing 

over 1,300 seva projects, and we 

took note of that and want to 
make sure that we are working 

to engage your community to do 

that even more," DuBois was 
quoted as saying in a Jan. 27 

press release from HASC. 

   "The president and this 
administration have been serious 

about engaging the dharmic 

community over the course of 
the first year in office and we are 

honored to connect with the 

Hindu-American community," 

DuBois added. 

  According to HASC, "dharmic" 

generally refers to Hindu, Jain, 

Sikh and Buddhist traditions. 

The HASC says, for the first 
time, the Hindu-American 

community was mobilized to 

serve in a national campaign 
following President Obama's 

June 22 call urging Americans to 

participate in the nation's 
recovery and renewal through 

acts of service. 

  "The data collected by HASC 
showed Hindu Americans 

increased the ongoing seva. 

They served in various ways 
including poverty reduction (47 

percent), health (30 percent), 

environment (9 percentage), 

youth (5 percent), elderly (4 

percent), education (3 percent) 

and assisting refugees (2 

percent). Many of the service 

projects such as health camps 

and health awareness sessions 
were interfaith collaborations," 

the release said. For more 

information, visit 
http://www.hinduamericanseva.o

rg/seva-report-brief. 

Bhargava urged community 
members to expand their service 

activities and help with the Haiti 

crisis, and to provide follow-up 
data at 

http://www.hinduamericanseva.   

org/haiti-earthquakeseva. HASC 
will compile the information and 

develop a report of the collective 

efforts.  
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India Abroad: Faith Organizations Respond to Obama’s Call for Service 
by Arthur J Pais, New York, NY 

 

The Hindu 
Society of 

Minnesota is 

among 
scores of 

Indian 

organizations across America 

that are responding to President 

Barak Obama‘s call to people at 
large to participate in the United 

We Serve initiative to address 

social needs resulting from the 

economic downturn. 

Like many temple organizations 

across the country, the Hindu 
Society-established in 1987 – has 

consciously extended its services 

to the larger community, says Dr. 
Kumud Sane, a leader of the 

group. The society plans to join 

Sharing and Caring Hands this 
month and makes healthy and 

wholesome food in downtown 
Minneapolis kitchens to feed the 

homeless and the needy.  

   Many Hindu organizations are 
joining the United We Serve 

initiative, supporting the call by 

Hindu American Seva Charities 

and the Office of Faith Based 

Neighborhood Partnerships. 

Conducting charity drives are not 
new to organizations BAPS and 

the Hindu Society. But they are 

intensifying their efforts and 
have joined the United We Serve 

campaign which started June 22 

and will lead to a National Day 
of Service, September 11. 

Temples in Michigan, New 

Jersey, Texas, Washington, 
Illinois and other states are 

participating in a major national 

event for the first time in a united 
way. 

   Anju Bhargava, an interfaith 

leader and a pillar of the HASC 
has been campaigning for 

concerted participation by Indian 

organizations for the last three 
months. ―The effort is bringing 

disparate communities together‖ 

says Bhargava, a banker and 
community leader for over a 

decade ―Indian nurses, a large 

number of them being Christians, 
offered spontaneously their 

services at many Hindu Temples. 

Sure, they are also carrying on 
the seva at their Indian 

churches.‖  

   Dr. Siva Subramanian, a leader 
of the Sri Shiva Vishnu Temple 

in Maryland, recently helped the 

temple hold a health fair. The 
Temple is also joining other 

organizations in helping run 

emergency free kitchens in 
Washington DC.  

   ―Temples are not just places of 

rituals, but help people in all 
aspects of their lives‖ he says, 

―Seva/service in Hinduism and 

temples is the fundamental 

substratum that binds us all. 

Temples must be in the business 

of helping people through Seva.‖ 
He says the HASC has joined for 

the first time to coordinate Hindu 

service activities nationally.  
   Urmila Shivaram, President, 

Hindu Organization of Long 

Island, says her organization has 
to act differently from the 

temple. 
   ―Since, we are not a temple and 

do not have a place of our own, 

we have assigned a few drop off 
points for people willing to 

donate‖ she adds. ―We are going 

to collect on four Saturdays in 

the month of August. This gives 

a choice of dates for people to 

give. We planned to go to local 
grocery stores – Indian and 

American make them aware of 

the HASC initiative and request 
food donation. We want to enlist 

our children to be a part of this 

initiative we will collect the food 
and dontate it to the needy 

through the Interfaith Nutrition 

Network and the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of 

Manhasset.‖ 

   Getting the second generation 
involved in community work 

strengthens the temples, says 

Uma Mysorekar , of the Hindu 
Temple in Flushing, New York. 

―They start looking at the temple 

not as an insular organization, 
but an institution that is 

responding in some concrete way 

to the needs of the larger 
community‖ she explains. 

Bhargava argued her case in an 

op-ed piece in the Wall Street 
Journal last week.  

   ―In a remarkable spirit of 

preserving the dharmic traditions 
of our cultural heritage, Hindus, 

Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, have 

made remarkable strides in 

establishing house of worship in 
America‖ she wrote. ―Now, to 

remain relevant to both their own 

communities and the large 
mainstream, they are realizing 

the need to transform, mobilize 

talent and resources, and 
institutionalize the service, or 

seva, component.‖ 

   Bhargava, who lives in 
Livingston, NJ, is on many 

township and board of education 

committees is also a member of 

the Interfaith Clergy Association.  

   Summarizing the responses of 

the temples and organizations 
connected to them, she said a few 

like minded friends and she 

considered she considered 
President Obama‘s call and 

―thought we should engage in the 

community service through the 
temples.‖  

   ―Many temples already do 
some seva work their work is not 

known nor appreciated‖ she 

reflected. ―In addition, they are 
unable to get as the government 

does not know how they 

function. We are also hoping to 

showcase our talent so that all 

segments of the community can 

see our collective talent and the 
seva bhava of the community.‖ 

   Over 60 seva centers had 

signed up by late July. The target 
is to reach over 100 Indian-

American organizations in the 

coming weeks. 
   ―It is not the temples, but 

organizations such as the 

National Association of Nurses 
of Indian Origin and AAPI 

(American Association of 

Physicians of Indian Origin) who 
have also joined us.‖ 

   ―The Hindu temples want to be 

understood‖ Bhargava says 
―most established faith based 

organizations in the US started to 

take care of the needs of their 
immigrant communities. For 

example, Catholic Charities 

started hundred years ago to 
resettle orphan Catholics. Today 

they are the largest social service 

organization and get government 
funding. Many temples have seva 

centers which serve the 

community but they cannot get 
funding as they are not 

understood.‖ 

   By showcasing the 
communities talent and 

collecting information the 

temples, the two-year old HASC 
can help the government 

understand about their needs, she 

says. 
   ―The HASC is spearheading 

the seva movement by informing 

temples and faith based 
organizations about 

strengthening their voice and 

communication with larger faith 

based communities and the 

government,‖ she adds. ―Most 

importantly, HASC‘s seva 
movement is meant to motivate 

temples and faith based groups to 

address their community needs – 
whether it is health related issue; 

youth, family and senior citizen, 

social services, etc. Ultimately, 
the HASC expects temples and 

Hindu based organizations 
nationwide to join forces with 

groups that have similar agenda 

in order to foster a mutual 
dialogue and move towards a 

pluralistic society.‖ 

   The Vedic Cultural Center of 

Seattle is doing much more than 

holding a health fair this month. 

It is also organizing a senior 
appreciation day. On August 12th 

and 13th at the Seattle Waterfront, 

it will serve at least 8000 free 
plates of fresh vegetarian food. It 

held a health fair at the request of 

HASC.  
   ―The Bharatiya Temple 

Community in southeast 

Michigan has been involved in 
outreach and service for years, 

and the participation in the 

HASC complements our 
activities‖ says Padma Kuppa, a 

community leader, ―Being part of 

HASC‘s United We Serve 
campaign strengthens our bonds 

within the community and brings 

us closer as Hindu-Americans.‖ 
The temples, she adds, will focus 

on a few new activities during 

the United We Serve campaign, a 
clothing drive for Bhutanese 

Refugees. 

   ―SE Michigan has many 
unemployed‖ she adds, ―and our 

newly organized Healthcare Seva 

project to provide support to the 
uninsured is also gaining 

momentum.‖ 

www.hinduamericanseva.org 
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Hindu Americans Respond to President Obama's Call to Service, By Siva S. 

 

 
 

   Hindu Americans are 

responding to President Obama‘s 
call to the United We Serve 

initiative through various seva 

(service) projects. The Hindu 
American Seva Charities 

(HASC) has been established as 

a community space to bring 
together seva projects across the 

country and showcase them 

accordingly. The ultimate goal is 

to reach 1,001 seva projects by 

September 11. Numerous 
temples and individuals have 

joined forces in the name of seva. 

   On Sunday, July 26, the Sri 
Siva Vishnu Temple in Maryland 

held a Health Fair to provide 

medical assistance to more than 
120 people from both the Hindu 

and non-Hindu communities in 

Lanham, MD.  
   Over 15 doctors and nurses 

volunteered their services to care 

for community members. The 
medical staff included the 

following specialists: internists, 

family practitioners, 
pediatricians, pulmonologists, 

allergists, gastroenterologists, 

neurologists, cancer specialists, 
surgeons, bone specialists, 

ophthalmologists, gynecologists, 

podiatrists, etc. Many patients 
were either screened or treated 

for medical problems or referred 

to clinics and other doctors in 
their particular community.  

   Through the Health Fair, 

volunteer doctors were also able 
to provide necessary health 

screenings and health care to 
Bhutanese refugees that have 

recently relocated to the 

Maryland and Virginia vicinity.  

Additionally, a Health Fair camp 
was organized to benefit 

attendees.  

   Temple volunteers joined 
forces with another non-profit 

organization to provide bus 

transportation to the Health Fair 
for the many residents from 

Baltimore, Hyattesville, Silver 

Spring and Virginia, who were 
unable to secure transportation. 

The Health Fair has been a 

collaborative effort that involved 
support from various medical 

associations including the 

National Association of Indian 
Nurses of America; Association 

of Physicians of Indian Origin 

and the South Asian Total Health 
Initiative.  

Serving humanity is a core belief 
of the Hindu religion. I feel by 

caring for others and feeding 

others, love and compassion 

shine brightly. There is nothing 
more important in life than 

compassion for others.  

The ultimate goal is to conduct a 
bi-annual Health Fair in 

Lanham.  On August 1, the Sri 

Siva Vishnu Temple has 
organized a Health Awareness 

and Education program. Also, on 

the same day, the Hindu 
American Community Services 

will be conducting a DC Kitchen 

Homeless Feeding program to 
serve food to 4,500 people.  Both 

the temple and the community 

service organization have joined 
forces to carry out seva projects. 

   For more information about 

this event or how to get involved 
with the Hindu American Seva 

Charities, please visit: 
www.hinduamericanseva.org   

http://serve.gov/stories_detail.asp?tbl_servestories_id=85 

 

===================================================================== 

 

 

 

India Abroad: Where charity is a way of life 
Arthur J. Pais 

 
Holding health fairs for the 

poor and uninsured across 

America is not new to the Boca 

Sanvasi Akshar Purushottam 
Samstha (BAPS) arguably the 

first large Indian faith based 

organization to hold outreach 
program for community that 

large, has organized charity 

drives for relief work in 
earthquake hit cities in the  

United States, Mexico and India, 
and also held relief work in 

African countries like Ethiopia.  

There 720 BAPS temples and 
9000 centers in 45 countries. The 

organization says it has 55,000 

volunteers at over 3300 centers 
across the globe, providing over 

12 million hours of free service 

annually.  
The seva mission is an 

inherent article of faith for 

BAPS, said Raymond William, a 
Christian Professor of Religion 

who wrote a book on the 

organization 10 years ago. 
―Building temples and carrying 

out humanitarian work across 

America shows that the 
practitioners of this branch of 

Hinduism are not mere 

sojourners in America‖ he said 
―they belong to America and 

carry out their obligation.‖ 
This summer BAPS charities 

are taking part in the United We 

Serve movement by organizing 
125 community service events. 

These include health fairs, blood 

donation drives, health awareness 
campaigns, and walkathons 

across the country. 

Nilkanth Patel, President, 
BAPS Charities, said that while 

organization has been aware of 

its responsibilities to the larger 
communities in America, it is 

making a special concerted effort 

to respond to President Obama‘s 
special appeal calling to service.  

July 26, it hosted a health fair 

in Edison, NJ providing free 
checkup and tests to over 700 

people. Merely hundred doctors, 

nurses and interns offered help in 
disciplines ranging from 

cardiology to ophthalmology. 
Health fairs and blood donation 

drives were also held recently by 

BAPS in Landsdale, 
Pennsylvania, Jacksonville, 

Florida, and Houston. ―At a time 

when quality healthcare, routine 
checkups and medical 

consultations are hardly 

affordable, and largely 
inaccessible to many‖ mused 

Tushar Patel, a BAPS volunteer, 

―BAPS charities health fairs have 
been a great help to a lot of 

people providing educative 

seminars, free examinations and 
medical consultations.‖ 

Dr. Suresh Modi and his wife 

who is a dentist, have been 
volunteering for BAPS Charities 

health fair for seven years. 

―This is a very good 
opportunity for many without 

adequate health insurance to 
meet a specialist‖ he said ―and 

get a diagnostic done by a 

medical expert for free.‖ 
The organization has been that 

the Indian-American community 

should also be educated with 
urgency over heart healthcare, 

Dr. Mandeep Oberoi said.  

www.bapscharities.org 
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White House praises Hindus for promoting interfaith dialogue 
 

White House praises 

Hindus for promoting 

interfaith dialogue 

 
Aziz Haniffa,  

Washjngton, DC 

Joshua DuBois, executive 
director of the While House 

Office of Faith-Based and 

Neighborhood Partnerships, has 
lauded Hindu Americans for 

promoting interfaith dialogue and 

cooperation through service in 
the United States.  

In an exclusive interaction 

with the Hindu-American 
community, DuBois said one of 

the tasks of his office was 

―promoting inter-faith dialog and 
cooperation both at home and 

across the globe – especially 

cooperation through service‖.  
―We have been really honored 

and amazed at the great work that 

many Hindu Americans and 
broader dharmic organizations 

have done on the 'Summer of 

service' campaign,‖ he said.  
DuBois said 118 Sewa 

centers, temples, ashrams and 

other organizations across the 
country, had done tremendous 

work, completing over 1,300 

projects. ―We took note of that 
and want to make sure we are 

working to engage your 

community to do that even 
more,‖ he said.  

He is also a special assistant to 

the President. A Pentecostal 

minister, he was associate pastor 

and director of religious outreach 
for then US Senator Barack 

Obama's presidential campaign, 

and an early White House 
appointee.  

―The President and this 

administration have been very… 
serious about engaging the 

dharmic community,‖ he said.  

DuBois said his office dealt 
with many challenges that did 

not make news, "including the 

hunger that ravages many 
communities still, youth who are 

too often drop ping out of school 

and falling by the way side, 
seniors who don't have the care 

that they will need and so on." 

He said that while such 
challenges could be faced it 

could not be done from 

Washington alone.  
Instead, he said, there was a 

need to connect with community 

organizations, faith· based groups 
and those like the collected 

Hindu Americans who met these 

challenges every day. He said his 
office strengthened such 

organizations in better serving 

their communities.  
DuBois said his office also 

worked with the White House 

Office of Public Engagement, 
and particularly Paul Monteiro 

there to ―make sure that the 

dharmic community is engaged.‖ 
He pointed to the major event 

held recently with the Sikh 

community, and White House 
events honoring Hindus, such as 

when President Obama presided 

over the Diwali celebrations, 
lighting the ceremonial lamp.  

DuBois was asked how 

communities like the Hindu 
American one that did not have a 

long relationship with the federal 

government could get federal 
grants for their social service 

activities.  

He said that while his office 
did not control grant funding or 

have any way in who got it ,"we 

provide organizations with 
information on federal grants,‖ 

he said, suggesting that people 

check out the Web site 
grants.gov and connect with local 

faith based centers, including at 
the Department of Health and 

Human Services, the Department 

of Housing and Urban 
Development, etc. Details about 

such centers and federal 

resources are also available at 
‗whitehouse.gov/partnerships‘, 

he said.  

Dr Ved Chaudhary, a long 
time community Activist from 

New Jersey, said Hindu 

Americans ―are very encouraged 
by President Obama‘s message 

of inclusion of all faiths, 
including Hindus.‖  

He called for more Hindu 

Americans and dharmic 
community members to be 

appointed to task force of the 

White House Faith-Based 
Initiative ―because those are the 

task forces that provide 

information to the President and 
the Congress about the needs of 

the various communities. 

 Chaudhary said, "We are a 
new community, we are looking 

for inclusion so our community 

can be served by various pro 
grams.‖ 

 DuBois replied that his office 

was ―really looking to increasing 
our engagement with the dharmic 

community and the Hindu 

community specifically at all 
levels‘.  

He said there were many ways 

to engage the community, 
including on the matter of 

expanding task forces, and said 

the suggestion would be 
implemented in the years ahead.  

Others said that while some 

priorities of the office of Faith 
Based and Neighborhood 

Partnerships, like finding 

common ground on abortion, was 
not particularly relevant to 

dharmic communities, there was 

a need for interfaith dialogue 
because of tile many 

misperceptions about Hinduism, 

including in the academic 
community.  

DuBois acknowledged 

concerns they had about many 
Indian American seniors feeling 

isolated and alienated on 
religious issues. He said the 

White House is also working 

with cooperation for National 
and Community Service-a 

federal agency to support 

interfaith service projects to get 
people from different religions to 

build houses and serve the poor 

and strengthen our communities 
across religious lines.  

He said that during such 

interfaith cooperation, people 
learned more about one another's 

traditions, including about some 
unfortunate misconceptions they 

had about other religions.  

Du,Bois mentioned his 

office‘s Kansas to Cairo Project, 

which seeks to improve 
Intercultural communication 

among young people in the US 

and those abroad. He said his 
office was working with 

technology firms and non-

governmental organizations to 
improve the project.  

Dubois said his office was 

also working with the State 
Department to engage religious 

leaders and communities abroad. 

 "There is not a great history 
or tremendous infrastructure in 

reaching out and engaging 

religious leaders abroad,‖ he 
admitted, arguing for a role for 

religion in foreign policy, 

development and defense.   
Anju Bhargava, the only 

Hindu member on the President‘s 

Council of Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships, and 

who organized the interaction, 
thanked DuBois for giving 

Hindus an opportunity to launch 

the first of the many dialogues 
between the White House and the 

community. She thanked the 

participants, many of whom were 
behind the summer sewa activity. 

She also exhorted the community 

to help alleviate the suffering of 
the victims of the earthquake in 

Haiti.  
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Bhutanese refugees get fresh start here by using Old World farming skills 

at farmers markets, By Marty Sterpka, September 11, 2009 

 
 

The families from the edge of the 
Himalayan Mountains arrived in 

Cleveland last winter as other 

refugees have -- poor, cold and 
bewildered.  

They had once been farmers in 

the tropical lowlands of Bhutan. 
Suddenly, they faced an 

economy based on medicine and 

advanced manufacturing. A 

brutal recession ensured there 

were few jobs to train for.  

Their Old World skills could not 
help them anymore. Or could 

they?  

Wednesday morning, Nandu 
Poudel, 18, and O.K. Basnet, 25, 

stood behind a table laden with 

fresh vegetables in the thick of a 
farmers market on the campus of 

the Cleveland Clinic.  

Men and women in hospital 
scrubs and lab coats streamed by. 

Some stopped to buy the sweet 

tomatoes and the seedless, Asian 
cucumbers offered by the two 

young men in fez-like Nepalese 

caps.  
Handing over vegetables for 

cash, Basnet beamed like an 

artist selling his work.  
"Farming, it's what I do," he 

explained in labored English, 

pressing a palm to his chest. 
"And what my father did. And 

his father."  

The harvest of 2009 is doing 
more than stocking urban farmers 

markets in a city with a growing 

appetite for local agriculture. It's 
introducing a new class of 

farmers.  

Seven thousand miles from their 
ancestral home, Bhutanese 

refugees are tilling the good earth 
outside of Cleveland and making 

it bloom. To the astonishment of 

many, they are using the old 
ways to gain a fresh start in their 

new home.  

Some see a model that could 
employ future waves of refugees 

-- or at least other Bhutanese. By 

getting back to the land, a 

challenged immigrant group may 

be getting ahead.  
"We needed to put these guys to 

work," said Hira Fotedar, a 

retired Eaton Corp. executive and 
a friend to the local Bhutanese 

community. "They don't know 

English. They don't read. Boy, 
they know farming."  

Lisa DeJong / The Plain 

DealerBhutanese refugees are 

selling grape tomatoes, yellow 

wax beans and other fruits of 

their harvest at farmers markets 
in the area. 

The farming venture sprang from 

a partnership between the 
Bhutanese families, who are 

mostly Hindu, and the 

established Hindu community of 
Greater Cleveland, much of it 

from India.  

A religious minority in the 
Buddhist kingdom of Bhutan, the 

Hindu Bhutanese were driven 

from their villages in pogroms in 
the late 1980s. More than 

100,000 ended up in refugee 

camps in nearby Nepal.  
America has pledged to accept 

about 60,000 of the refugees by 

2012. Some 400 have arrived in 
Akron, Cleveland and Lakewood 

as part of the initial wave.  

Soon after the first Bhutanese 
families arrived in Greater 

Cleveland in November 2008, 

Parma's Shiva Vishnu Temple 
befriended them. Temple 

members bought shoes for 

children, who were seen walking 
barefoot in snow, and began job 

training for their parents.  

Sewa International, a Hindu 
charity with a local chapter, 

joined the effort.  
Volunteers for Sewa, which 

means "service" in Sanskrit, 

helped train some of the men as 
landscapers and some of the 

women as seamstresses. But a 

bigger job source was needed.  
"They kept saying, 'You know, 

we're farmers. We'd like to farm,' 

" said Sree Sreenath, a professor 
of mechanical engineering at 

Case Western Reserve University 

and the president of Sewa 
International USA.  

Sreenath knew a horticulturist at 

the University of Akron, who 
steered him to Mark Mackovjak, 

a Lake County farmer with land 

to lease.  
It's at the Mackovjak farm, in 

Madison Township, that a new 

trade is taking root.  

On a recent morning, a warm fall 

sun beamed down upon three 

men from Bhutan as they stooped 
among long rows of rutabaga, 

onions and turnips. With 

gestures, Mackovjak showed 
them how to thin the leafy crops, 

and the Bhutanese fell quietly to 

work.  
Lisa DeJong / Plain DealerBefore 

he was driven from his home, 

Indra Pyakurel, 58, owned a farm 
in Bhutan at the edge of the 

Himalayan Mountains. Now, he 

works the sandy soil east of 
Cleveland.  

Indra Pyakurel, a father of six, 

once owned his own farm in 
Bhutan. He grew rice and 

pumpkins and oranges. Now he's 

tending tomatoes and other 
exotic vegetables. He's not 

getting paid yet. But at night, he 

leaves with bags of fresh produce 
for his family.  

Pyakurel and his co-workers -- 

Lal Bhujel, 57, and Rohit Basnet, 
30 -- represent three of nine 

Bhutanese families learning to 

plant, tend, harvest and sell 
Midwest crops. They take turns 

vanpooling in from Lakewood, 

50 miles away, work the fields 
and sleep overnight in a trailer.  

There's a learning curve. Back in 
Bhutan, the men plowed with an 

ox.  

But the education goes both 
ways, Mackovjack said. When 

they first arrived at his farm in 

April, the Bhutanese asked if 
they could pick wild greens he 

considered weeds. A Google 

search on "lambsquarter" 

revealed a nutritious salad green 

consumed in much of the world.  
Unfamiliar with pesticides, the 

Bhutanese farm without them. 

What they can't eat or sell, they 
pickle or jar.  

Mackovjak, the grandson of 

immigrants from Slovakia, said 
he sees his grandparents in the 

Bhutanese -- hard-working 

people seeking a better life. He 

also sees a needed expertise.  

"There's a need for farmers," he 

said. "Most Americans don't 
want to do agricultural work. 

That's the truth. These guys, they 

love the work."  
The region's Hindu community 

envisions a business strategy: an 

organic farm supported by its 
customers. They are pulling the 

refugees into the Community 

Supported Agriculture 
movement, where people buy 

shares of a farm in exchange for 

a slice of the harvest.  
Already, about 70 local Hindu 

families have purchased shares of 

the Bhutanese farm, Sreenath 
said. The investment will buy 

seeds and supplies for next year, 

when the Bhutanese intend to 
extend their handshake deal with 

Mackovjak, and maybe pay 

themselves for their labors.  
The long-term goal is to own and 

farm their own land, as they did 

in Bhutan.  
Tom Mrosko, the refugee 

coordinator for Cleveland 

Catholic Charities, which 
initially resettled the Bhutanese 

in Northeast Ohio, said the 

strategy shows promise.  
For lifelong farmers like 

Pyakurel, 58, it offers a priceless 
measure of peace.  

Knee-deep in ripening 

cucumbers, a cool wind in his 
face, Pyakurel smiled as if he 

wanted to be nowhere else.  

"Life good," he said, as he 
plunged his hands into the earth.  

http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/

2009/09/bhutanese_refugees_get
_fresh_s.html 

 

Additional coverage in: http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture/Gardening/2009/0928/bhutanese-

refugees-find-their-calling-as-urban-farmers 



Hindu American Seva Charities 69 

Global Diaspora Impact - August 2009 

  

AIWA chief calls for selfless service , Our Correspondent, Rewari, August 24 

 
   Anju Bhargava, a member of the 

US President Barack Obama‘s 
Council on Faith-Based and 

Neighbourhood Partnerships, and 

president of the Asian Indian 
Women in America (AIWA), 

recently paid a short visit to 

Rewari, the native town of her 
mother, Sarla Bhargava.  

   To make her visit memorable, the 

Rotary Club of Rewari organised a 

―save the girl child rally‖ where  

Anju championed the cause of 

women as a celebrated daughter of 
the Rewari region, while Sudhir 

Bhargava and Naresh Bhargava, 

the doyens of the local Bhargava 
community, facilitated Anju‘s 

nostalgic visit to the ―Khushwaqt 

Villa‖, a mansion where her 
mother was born and brought up. 

   Simultaneously, the Rewari 

chapter of the Indian National 
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage 

(INTACH) organised a felicitation 

function as well as a seminar on 
the conservation of ―intangible 

heritage‖ here. 

   Overwhelmed by the warm 
welcome accorded by the citizens, 

Anju called for a revival of the 

spirit of selfless service to the 

community which, she said, was 

seemingly on the decline. 

   Making a specific mention of 
social services being rendered by 

churches and synagogues in the 

US, she said the Hindu American 
Seva Charities (HASC), while 

positively responding to President 

Obama‘s call to the ―United We 
Serve‖ initiative through service 

projects, had recently expressed its 

resolve to accomplish 1,001 seva 
projects by September 11, 2009. 

   Asserting that seva was an 

integral part of Indian culture, she 
said while a number of Indian-

Americans, who lacked financial 

prosperity, would be benefitted by 
such service projects, millions of 

Indians, too, needed such 

assistance. 

   Anju said the number of Hindu 

temples in the US had increased 

manifold in the past 35 years 
whereas only one temple of Lord 

Ganesha existed in New York in 

1970s. 
   Mentioning about her role as a 

Hindu priestess in New Jersey, she 

said the Hindu philosophy and 
rituals were closely interlinked and 

could not be separated from each 

other. 
   Prof Bhudev Sharma, a former 

vice-chancellor of the Hindu 

University of America, said the 
work being done by Ajnu 

Bhargava in the domain of 

community service in the US was a 
concrete instance of intangible 

heritage. 

   While Sudhir Bhargava, 

convener of the Rewari chapter of 

INTACH, conducted the 

programme, Dr LN Sharma, BD 
Yadav Naresh Chauhan, Dr Tara 

Saxena and other members of 

INTACH presented mementoes to 
Anju and other guests. 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2009/

20090825/harplus.htm#3 

===================================================================== 
Indian Express News Service  

Caste, cows prevail US mindset on Indian Hindus, 25 Aug 2009 
 

CHENNAI: Barack Obama may 
have been the only American 

president to refer to Hindus and 

Muslims, along with Jews and 
Christians in his first presidential 

address. He could also be the 

first US President to call for 
Hindu participation in his 

advisory council. 

   Yet, the concept of Indian 
Hindus in the US is largely 

confined to cow, caste and curry 

in the US mindset, observed 
Anju Bhargava, the first Hindu 

representative of the advisory 

council of the President on Faith-
based and Neighbourhood 

partnerships. 

   Anju, who was raised in 
Chennai, was in the city 

yesterday to deliver a lecture on 

‗Inter-faith Dialogue‘ among 
college students. 

The first representative of the 

entire eastern philosophy on the 
advisory council, Anju is striving 

for better participation and 

knowledge of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism 

in the US. 

    Speaking to Express, Anju 
says this is more a social 

initiative than a spiritual process, 

as the Hindu American Seva 
Charities, which she convened, 

focus on social service and 
community-based activities. 

   Anju‘s activities are two-fold: 

bringing together the ‗New 
Americans‘ (People of Indian 

Origin in America) for culture-

based knowledge sharing and 
community service. 

   She would also strive for their 

welfare in the US by working in 
the advisory council to empower 

these new Americans in USA to 

help people. ―The churches have 
evolved as huge service 

organizations due to the support 

they receive from the 
government. 

   We are seeking such a support 
too,‖ she explains. 

In a bid to improve relationship 

with people of different 
communities, August 29-

September 6 will be celebrated 

widely amongst NRIs/PIOs as a 
week to foster Interfaith 

relationships, she said. A resident 

of the USA for 30 years, Anju 
calls herself an American product 

trying hard to instill Indian 

values. One of the ordained 
priests in New Jersey, Anju says 

she takes her religion to people in 

her own way, with her unique 
insights. 

==================================================================== 

  
Improve inter-religious cooperation, August 31, 2009, Staff Reporter 

 

     When Jewish immigrants 
moved to a city in New Jersey, 

United States, to promote a 

dialogue between different faiths, 
the Livingston Interfaith Clergy 

Association was born, said Anju 

Bhargava, U.S. President Barack 
Obama‘s advisory council on 

faith-based and neighbourhood 
partnerships.  ―Inter-faith‘ in the 

United States then was mainly 

understood as a dialogue between 
Jews and Christians‖, she said.  

She was speaking at an inter-

faith dialogue organized for 

students from different city 
colleges by the U.S. Consulate 

General in Chennai last week.   

   In the 1990s, a Jewish person 
in the Associations realized that 

it was the Jewish community‘s 

turn to bring in the next group 
into the dialogue and Ms. 

Bhargava, who is also a Hindu 
priestess, joined the Association.   

The Association then engaged 

with Muslims and people from 
Chinese and Korean traditions, 

she said, citing an example to 

illustrate the tradition of inter-

faith dialogue in the United 
States.  She urged the students 

participating in the dialogue to 

discuss issues that they had, and 
also find what they could do to 

improve inter-religious 

cooperation.  
   In Tamil Nadu, religion was 

not such an issue, said Hiba 
Raheema and Samaha Fuaad, 

who were among the students 

who participate in the 
discussions.  Education was 

important to remove 

misconceptions towards other 

religions.  ―Open up your mind,‖ 
said Samaha, adding that it was 

important to read the texts of 

other religions to understand 
them, rather than depend on 

interpretations made by those 

with vested interests.  Students 
said that inter-faith discussions 

had to include hardliners and 
fundamentalists, rather than those 

who ended up agreeing with each 

other.  They stressed the 
importance of educating children 

right from school on religious 

tolerance.   
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Participating Organizations Website 

AIM for Seva, NJ www.aimforseva.org 

Allentown Hindu Temple, PA www.hindutemple-allentown.org 

American Association of 

Physicians of Indian Origin, 
USA 

www.aapiusa.org 

Anoopam Mission, PA www.anoopam-mission.org 

Arsha Vidya Gurukulam, PA www.arshavidya.org 

Arya Samaj FL www.aryasamajflorida.com 

Arya Samaj NJ www.njaryasamaj.com 

Arya Spiritual Center, NY www.aryaspiritualcenter.com 

Asian American Hotel Owners 

Association, USA 
www.aahoa.com 

Austin Hindu Temple, TX www.austinhindutemple.org 

Badarikashrama Center, CA www.badarikashrama.org 

Bala Vikas, VA www.balavikas.org 

BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha www.baps.org  

Barsana Dham, TX www.barsanadham.org 

Bharatiya Temple, MI www.bharatiya-temple.org 

Chinmaya Vrindavan, NJ www.chinmayavrindavan.org 

Dada Vaswani Center, NJ www.sadhuvaswanicenter.org 

Dakshineswar Ramkrishna 

Sangha Adyapeath/Sri Krishna 
Vrundavan Mandir, NJ 

www.adyapeath.org 

DFW Hindu Temple, TX www.dfwhindutemple.org 

Durga Temple, VA www.durgatemple.org 

Federation of Jain Association in 

North America 
www.jaina.org 

Ganesh Temple, NY www.nyganeshtemple.org 

Gayatri Pariwar, NJ www.awgp.org 

Grace Center of Hope, USA www.gracecentersofhope.org 

Hindu American Community 

Svc, VA 
www.ssvt.org 

Hindu Jain Temple, Pittsburgh, 

PA 
www.hindujaintemple.org 

Hindu Organization of Long 

Island, NY 
www.hinduli.org 

Hindu Society of North East 

Florida, FL 
www.jaxhindutemple.org 

Hindu Temple of Central 

Indiana, IN 
www.htci.org 

Hindu Temple of Greater 
Chicago, IL 

www.ramatemple.org 

Hindu Temple of Minnesota www.hindumandirmn.org 

Hindu Temple of St Louis www.hindutemplestlouis.org 

India Assoc. of Western 
Washington, WA 

www.iaww.org 

Indo-American Psychiatrist 
Association 

www.myiapa.org 

Infinity Foundation www.infinityfoundation.org 

International Mahavir Jain 

Mission 
www.siddhachalam.org 

ISKCON, NJ www.iskcon.com 

Laxmi Narayan Spiritual 

Organizations, CA 
www.vadtal-sfo.com 

M.A. Center www.embracingtheworld.org 

NAMI www.nami.org 

National Association of Indian 

Nurses of America, USA 
www.nainausa.com 

Sai Center of Atlanta, GA www.atlsathyasai.org 

Sai Center, NJ www.saikrupa.org 

Satya Sai Center, NC www.sathyasai.org 

See the Real www.seethereal.org 

SEWA International, CA www.sewainternational.org 

Shanti Mandir, NY www.shantimandir.com 

Shri Ganesha Temple, NY www.ganeshatemple.org 

South Asian Total Health 
Initiative (SATHI), NJ 

www.rwjms.umdnj.edu/sathi  

South Florida Hindu Temple  www.sfht.org 

Sri Siva Vishnu Temple, MD  www.ssvt.org 

The Hindu Temple of Atlanta, 

GA 
www.hindutempleofatlanta.org 

Vedic Cultural Center of 

Sammamish, WA 
www.vedicculturalcenter.org 

 

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Asian Indian Women in 

America, USA 
www.aiwa-usa.org 

Council of Temples, USA www.nyganeshtemple.org 

Educators Society for Heritage 

of India, NC 
www.eshiusa.org 

Ekal Vidyala, DC www.ekalindia.org 

Hari Katha, NJ www.harikatha.com 

Hindu Acharya Sabha, USA www.acharyasabha.org 

Hindu American Foundation www.hinduamericanfoundation.

org 

Hindu American University, FL www.hua.edu 

Hindu Collective Initiative, NJ www.hcina.org 

Hindu Mandir Executives   

Hindu Students Council www.hindustudentscouncil.org 

Sindhi Circle, NY sindhuyouthcircle.org 

World Council of Religious 
Leaders 

www.wcorl.org 
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We thank the many inspirers of Hindu Dharma for their support . . . 
 

. . . Swami Dayanand Saraswati, Dada Vaswani, Swami Chidanand Saraswati,  

Pramukh Swami Maharaj, Mata Amritanandamayi Devi (Amma), Swami Avdheshanand Giri, 

Sathya Sai Baba, Sri Sri Ravishankar, Swami Bodhinatha, Sri Chinna Jeeyar Swami,  

Swami Shantanand, Swami Tejomayanand, Sahibji, Dr. Pranav Pandya,  

Swami Tadatmananda, Paramacharya Palaniswami, Swami Parmarthananda   . . . 

 

. ..and teaching: Swami Vivekananda, Parmahansa Yogananda, Swami Chinmayananda, 

Sri Aurobindo, Ramana Maharishi, Swami Muktanand, Shirdi Sai Baba, many more . . . 

 
 

 
 

We thank the following for their assistance in responding to the “Call to Serve” 

 

Kanu Patel, Bawa Jain, Dr. R.P. Gandhi, Prof. Diana Eck, Victor Menezed, Monsignor Sullivan, Sudhir 

Bhargava, Dr. Omana Simon, Suhag Shukla, Dr. Vinod Shah, Sree Shreenath, Rajiv Malhotra, Nikunj 

Trivedi, Anjani Gharpure, Hinduism Today, INTACH, U.S. Consulate, Chennai, Stella Maris College, 

India Abroad, News India Times, The Indian School. SATHI: Dr. Naveen Mehrotra, Dr, Sunanda 

Gaur;Nitesh Patel, Akanksha Karwar, Meera Rathi. Dhruv Vasant. Smeet Bhimani, Sani Patel, Sonia 

Kaushal.  Survey: Drs. Sane, Ms. Taneja, Sayu Bhojwani, Dr. Uma Mysorekar, Dr. Sujatha Reddy, 

Dhaval Bhrambhatt, Jnaneshwari Devi, Lenin Joshi., HASC : Anshu Shroff, Latha Sivakumar, Dr. 

Hemant Shah, Amit Mehta Laxmi Shah, Khyati Joshi, Lydia Albuqurque, Dr. Urmila. Shivaram, Harish. 

Kotecha, Arjun Bhargava, Rita Bhandari, Priya Dave, Nina Sharma, Harivilas, Vineet Chander, Raghu 

Rao, Dhaval Bhrambhatt, Lal Motwani, Aju Daswani, Heman Patel and others 

 
 

 
 

Service which is given without consideration of anything in return, at the right place and time to one that is 

qualified, with the feeling that it is one’s duty, is regarded as the nature of goodness. Bhagavad Gita 17.20 

 

Seva is an integral part of our culture and sadhana (spiritual practice). 
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See unity in diversity. Behold One divine form appearing in multiforms; 

Immense is His vastness, unparalleled is His glory. 

ll the countless earths, suns and planets which are seen and which are beyond our perceptions exist 

under His command ll 
Kindled in various forms, the perennial flame is One; 

Sprinkling the world with golden beams at dawn; 

Painting the evening clouds with changing colors, the sun is One 

Rig Veda 8.58.2 

 

 

 

 

Hindu American Seva Charities 

118 Route 9 North #123, Englishtown, NJ 07726 

www.hinduamericanseva.org 

HASevaUSA@gmail.com 

973-992-5210 

 

An example 

of Seva: 

During the 

summer of 

2009, BAPS 

Swaminaraya

n Sanstha 

conducted 

over 450 

health-care 

related 

projects at 

over 30 

different 

locations 

around the 

U.S. 

Comprehensi

ve Health 

Fairs for 

screening 

and 

diagnosis of 

needy 

populations 

were 

instituted at 

27 locations, 

with a total 

of 1,718 

doctors and 

healthcare 

providers 

offering 

voluntary 

service to 

screen a total 

of 9,422 

patients. 

Medical 

professionals 

provided 

individual 

counseling in 

Internal 

Medicine, 

Dentistry, 

Cardiology, 

Ophthalmolo

gy, 

Gastroenterol

ogy, 

Endocrinolog

y, 

Orthopedics, 

Dermatology, 

Pediatrics, 

Podiatry, 

Neurology, 

Obstetrics 

and 

Gynecology, 

Physical 

Therapy, 

Urology and 

many more.   

BAPS also 

organized 


